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might be favourably. accepted by 
many candid Anditors from my 
own; ſo they cannot better re- 
commend themſelves to the 
World, than by being counte- 
nanced with this” Patronage, and 
ſheltered under the Wings 
your kind Protection. And if 


any of the Arguments here urged, 
ſhould fo fortify and ballaſt your 


Minds as may effectually pr proc FE 
all 


rent in any Storms that 
ariſe your making Shypaoreck 
of Faith and a good Cl onſcience, 
_ *twill be a fufficient Compenta- 
tion ſor my Labour, as it may 
in any Meaſure tend to promote 
God's Glory, and your own tem- 
poral and piritual Welfare 
But as the Fears and ben 


ſions we have been every where 
ſurrounded 


2 „ 
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girben de with, by ſome late 
Succeſſes, ſeem at preſent to 
abate, and we hope ſoon will 
entirely vaniſnj, gur next 
Care muſt be or only to difl> 
pate and Remedy nd Evils, 
but to prevent (as much as 1n us 
+ 1 all ſuture Attempts on either 

ir religious or civil Liberties. 
And here, I may moſt pro- 
perly apply to thoſe Lords and 
Gentlemen of this Pariſh (whoſe 
diſtinguiſh'd Honour it is to bear 
no inconſiderable Share in the 
Supreme Legiſlature of this Na- 
tion, and many of them to en- 
joy, and deſervedly fill the 
higheſt Offices and "Wn un- 
der the preſent Adminiſtrati- 
on, whereby they are conſti- 
ne the gre: eat Guardians and 
Pie. 


Rad nie Pe lr ee * 


Protectors of this Kingdom) to 
conſult ſuch Methods, and enact 
fuch Laws, and to take care that 
thoſe "8 ay be as regularly 


executed, as they are prudently 


deſign'd, that the preſent Age 
may be etfecually ſecured. both 
from all real Dangers and juſt 
Fears of Popery : — And, that 
Poſterity alſo may acknowledge, 


and praiſe the glorious. Acts, 


which ſhall be eſtabliſhed for 4 1. 5 


good of future Generations, and 
be induced to draw a Veil over 


any Errors or Blemiſhes this Na- 


tion may poſſibly be charged 


with. But 1 ſhall ſoon wade 


out of my Depth by preſuming 


too far, and I am ſenſible that 

9 leaſt Intimat ion may ſuffice 
to thoſe, who are ſo heartily 
: inclined 


. 
inclined and thoroughly pre- 
pared to execute what in their 
great Wiſdom and Judgment 
they ſhall think beſt. 

That Succeſs may attend all 
your Aims and Endeavours for 
the Welfare of your Bodies, the 
vation of your Souls, and the 
Credit and Intereſt of your Coun- 


try, 1s the fincere and earneſt 
Prayer of 


Tour moſt affectionate Paſtor 
aud faithful humble Servant, 


A. TREBECK. 


o 


4 i 5 nn 
1 7 f 4 = * LE Se A Pie Ut 4 x * 1 8 * . * . I 8 >; 0 a 5 1 * D f 8 8 e 7 RI 3 
ee e eee N N * —- IS * — —— TY — . 1 


„ 


* 
— RES . n 


8 the too prevalent Fears 


>] of Popery, Slavery, and 
: 75 Arbitrary Power, have 
_ 8 greatly troubled our 
Re Minds, alarmed our Spi- 
rits, and imbittered moſt 
AF the Sweets of the foregoing Yeer; 
hope this Spiritual New Tear*s-Gift 
or Preſervative againſt the Errors and 
Corruptions of the Church of Rome, will 
-rove no unſeaſonable nor unprofitable 
Preſent to introduce the New Year, 
and expel every poiſonous Tincture 
that may have occaſionally approached 
to infect the Minds of this unſtable, and 


corrupt the Lives and Manners of this 


licentious Age. 


A” vas 
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1 ſhall edo as a proper Speci- 
fck for the preſent Times, and as a 
teaſonable Antidote againſt thoſe Evils 


we have ſo lately felt, and may always 


too juſtly tear, endeavour to diſcover 
and expoſe thoſe Romi Errors in Faith 
and Corruptions in Practice, which at 
the Time of the Reformation were de- 


clared, the true and real, nay the only 


jullifiable Cauſes of our Separation. 


And here to the Comfort and En- 


couragement of all Proteſtant Members 
of the true Chriſtian Church I may 
moſt certainly athrm (and hope evi- 
deMly to prove) that the Doctrine and 


Principles of the Faith we profeſs are 


entirely conſonant to the primitive 


Ages, and were univerſally received and 


diſtinguiſhed as the true Faith once de- 
ſivered to the Saints. 


We can very ſafely affirm and may 


always chearfully declare, that we 
maintain thoſe Principles, whith the 


united Voice of Reaſon, Scripture, and 


Antiquity, which the expreſs Precepts 
and Injunctions of our Bleſſed Saviour 


and his Apoſtles, and the beſt and 


moſt 


— 
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mitted to us. 


E 
moſt uncorrupt Chriſtians have tranſ- 


But that through the Ignorance, 


Careleſsneſs, or too growing Corrup- 
tion of the following Ages, Innova- 
tions have inſenſibly ciept in, gradually 


eee n and adulterated the Simpli- 
city of the true Chriſtian Faith is too 


Notorious a Truth to be diſguiſed or 
denied. 


The Riſe and Progreſs of thoſe many 


Antichriſtian Errors which now a— 


bound in the World, may be juſtly 
imputed to Confeſſors, Prieſts, and o- 


tier Abettors of Popery, who continue 
to {pread their moſt Aa Tenets 


who, in every Age, apply all Means and 


Methods and omit no Opportunities 


to gain Proſelytes to that, Which they 


arrogantly ſtile the oni 5 Catholick 


Church. 
But if we can clearly prove that all 


thoſe ſupernumerary Doctrines and 
Practices, which diſtinguiſh the Pro- 


teſtant from the Rom} Communicn 
are real Innovations in the Church of 
th and Superſtructures which have 

A 2 | no 
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0 Foundation in Scripture Or Anti- 


quity, we may juſtly vindicate ourſelves 
in ſeparating from a Church, which re- 
Juires ſuch unchriſtian and impracti- 
cable Tenets, and be ſufficiently ſa- 


tisfied in every Branch of our Proteſtant 
Perſwaſion. And I may very juſtly 


challenge even the moſt zealous Advo- 


cates of the Church of Rome, to prove 


trom Scripture, or trace in any of the 


firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, the leaſt 
_ Ground or Foundation for thoſe Arti- 


cles of Faith, or Terms of Communion, 
which they moſt unreaſonably endea-. 
vour'd to impoſe upon us, and wherein 

*twas our firm Reſolution then, and wi'! 
be always our Glory, as well as Duty, to 
differ from them. 

But in order to juſtify ourſelves Sam 
that Charge of Schiſm which our Po- 
piſh Adverſaries endeavour to ſtigma- 
tize us with, I ſhall trace the various 
Steps, vindicate the Grounds and Prin- 
ciples, and ſupport the Means and Me- 
thods contributing both to the Riſe and 
Progreſs of the Reformation. 

And here, every Man has a m_— 


177 | 
and undoubted right to judge for Him- 
1eif, to apply the beſt Means to inform 
his Mind, and direct the Actions and 
Courſe of his whole Life, ſince by the 
general Tenor of theſe he muſt either 


tand or fall at the Day of Judgment. 


TIho' private Judgment, when it is at- 
tended with Vanity, Singularity, or Con- 
ceit, and indiſcreetly oppoſes itſelf to all 
lawful Authority-may be very juſtly con- 
demned ; yet Reaſon recommends, Re- 
ligion enjoms, and both private and 
publick Intereſt in many Cates requires 
that we ſhould judge for ourſelves. 
'Tis univerſally acknowledged that 
the Gift of Reaſon without the Uſe. of 
it would be prepoſterous and yain, and 
if we may ule it as a conducive Means 
to promote any temporal, much more 
may we to advance our ſpiritual and 
eternal Intereſt. 
'Tis frequently an Argument both of 
_ our Wiſdom and Modeſty to ſubmit our 
ſelves to the Judgments of others; and 
Authority, when rightly founded and 
properly placed, may reaſonably expect, 
and very juſtly deſerves all due Defere _ 


1 
4 But 
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But no Authority, much leſs any pre- 


tended eccleſiaſtical Authority, ſhould 


ever preſume to exclude the Uſe of Rea- 
ſon, or induce Men to believe, and act 
in Oppoſition to it. 


If any Church or Community hed 


arrogate to itſelf ſuch undue Autho- 


rity as to perſuade its Profeſſors to 
ſtifle at leaſt, if not wholly extinguiſh, 
this Candle of the Lord, this kindly 

Ray of Light originally ariſing from, 


and gradually kindling and increaſing in, 


the Soul of Man, it muſt erect its 


Standard in Oppoſition to, and in De- 


Hance of the Authority both of Chrift 


and his Apoſtles, who not only allow 
and permit, but expreſly require us 70 


judge for our ſelves. 


'Tis not only the Precept, but Ex- 
hortation of our Saviour, Judge not 
according to Appearance, but judge righ- 
teous Judgment. Be not content with 
the bare Surface and Outſide, bur dive 


deeply into the true Grounds and Rea- 


ſons of Things, that ye may be able to 


diſtinguiſh 2 Differences between 


Truth 


191 1 
Truth and Error, between Good and 
Evil. 

And when he reaſon'd with thoſe 
who had Sagacity enough 7 diſcern the 
| Face of the oy and of the Earth*, he 
elegantly argues and juſtly obſerves, 
Why even of yeur ſelves, Judge ye not wohat 
is right? 

Tis a very well known Apoſtolical 
Rule, Examine your ſelves whether ye are 
in the Faith ; prove your cwrr ſelvesſſ © 
And this moſt important Duty of judg- 
ing for ourſelves, as well as the Danger 
of implicitly relying on the Judgments 
of others in Points of Faith and Salva- 
tion, are in ſundry Places of holy Scrip- 

ture either expreſly enjoined, or virtual- 


__ tr implied. 


Nay, our own and our Country's In- 
tcreſt might be often impaired and loſt, 
if we had not ſometimes the Liberty 

of judging, acting, and ſpeaking for 
ourleives. . - 

But without Doubt or Controverſy, 
-our ſpiritual Intereſts would be moſt 

effectually overthrown, by denying us 


* Luke xi. 56. f Yer. 57, || 2 Cor. xiii. 5; 
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the Uſe of our Underſtanding and Rea- 
ſon ; and that Faith or Morality which 
is not wiſe and rational, would be of 
little Comfort to us, or Credit to our 
Religion. 

Hence any Doctrine that obliges 
Men to abandon Reaſon, ur any Church 
that ſcruples to admit us of her Com- 
munion, without ſubmitting in ſome 
Caſes to renounce the Uſe of it, may 
be very juſtly pronounced to be at En- 
mity with, and act in Oppoſition to the 
true Chriſtian Religion, 

Without deſcending at preſent into 
particular Inſtances to confirm and 
prove it, tis apparently certain that the 
Church of Rome diſcourages and con- 
demns all private Judgment, claims an 
abſolute Prerogative of judging for thoſe 
of her profeſs'd Communion, and en- 
tirely reſolves all Faith and Obedience 
into the Authority of their Church. 

If we examine what their real Claim 
-or plauſible Pretences may be to theſe 
diſtinguiſhed Privileges, and how all 
Authority comes to unite and centre in 


them; they aſſure you that God has 
| promiſed 
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promiſed ro be 207th his Church, to ſup- 
ply it with his Grace, to preſerve it by 
his Goodneſs, and protect it by his 
Power, even #0 the End of the World. 
That theirs is that Church to whom 
tze Promiſe was made, and that both _ 
the Faith and Peace of the Chriftian 
World have been conſtantly maintained 
an wp cannot ſubſiſt without it. 
That as St. Peter was Head of the 
Apoſtles, and Biſhop of their Church, 
| to all Power or Juriſdiction over other 
urches is inherent in them, and that 
..!] Articles of Faith, or Rules of Diſ- 


#pline are to be directed and mme x 


O their ſole Authority. 
But this ſurely is a Power which no 
ther particular Church ever aſpired to, 
and is acknowledged the C haracteriſ- 
ck only of the Univerſal Church, 
which conſiſts of all Perſons in all 
Ages whereſoever diſperſed, united by 
Paith to Chriſt as the Head, and to 
gs another as Members. 
Now tho' many excellent J. hings are 
ſpoken of, ard very eminent Privileges 
allowed, both in Scripture and Antiqui- 


ty 


10] 
ty to this true Catholick "ANY yet 
are they all miſtaken and miſplaced 
when confined to any one, much more 
are they miſapplied and perverted when 
interpreted of that, which on too many 
Accounts will abundantly appear to be 
the leaſt deſerving of _ the preſent 


Roman Church. | 
For tho! the antient euch of Rome 


was allowed to excel others in Ortho- 
doxy of Faith, and Purity of Manners 

(and very happy had it been for her, 
and her Members had ſhe continued 
Pure and Provincial, without aſpiring to 
Univerſal Empire) yet how deſperately 
fallen and groſly depraved is the mo- 
dern Church of Rome, ſtript of all its 
original and ornamental Beauties, clothed 
with numberlets ſuperſtitious Deformi- 
ties, and ready to fink with the Weight 
of its many abominable Corrup- Ne. 

Theſe were the true Cauſes of our 
Departure from her, th:ſe the ſole 
Inducements to our pious Reformers to 
chearfully begin, couragiouſly carry on, 
and at laſt comple it, fo deft rable, ſo im- 
Portant a Work. 

G:eat 


„ 

Great was the Zeal and various the 
Endeavours of many well diſpoſed Per- 
ſons at ſundry Times and Places to ac- 
compliſh a Point, which truly good Men 

wiſhed for, and bad Men feared. 
I which End, general Councils 
were frequently held, and ſome Pro- 
greſs made in many to facilitate the De- 
ſign; but numerous Difficulties and Ob- 
ftacles continually aroſe ; the Ambition 
of ſome, the Intereſt of others, and the 

Indifferency of too many were the uſu- 
al Clogs and Hindrances, which retard- 
ed the good Work, and prevented its 
Succeſs. 

Beſides they were not only 70 wreſle 
with Fleſh and Blood, but Principalities 
and Powers ; their uſual Judges were 
often Parties concern'd, and if not com- 
plemented, asthey expected, at the Ex- 
pence- o Truth would be ſure to loſe 
nothing tiiey had Power to retain: And 
tho they ſometimes flattered themſelves 
with Appearances of Succeſs, yet their 
moſt promiſing Hopes, and moſtſanguine 
Proſpects were favoured only with ſome 


gracious Allowances and partial Per for- 
mances 


[14] 


mances, which were generally defeat- 


ed by ſome ſecret Reſerves, or perverſe - 


Interpretations. 

In ſhort (as the Hiſtory of thoſe 
Times may abundantly inform us) when 
the wiſeſt Decrees paſt in the Beſt of 
thoſe Councils for reforming any Evil, 
or promoting any good Doctrine or Diſ- 

cipline, the Execution was wholly fru- 
ſtrated bya Power reſerved in the Pope 
to diſpenſe with the one, and interpret 
| (as he pleaſed) the Rule and Aron 
of the other. 

Various were the Attempts in many 
foreign Countries to ſhake off the hea- 
vy Yoke of Papal Authority, which af- 
ter the Council of Trent rather increa- 

ſed than diminiſhed, and grew at laſt ſo 
exceeding grievous that neither our 
Forefathers nor we were longer ole to 
„„ 

In France and ITaly, in Germany and 

Holland there were frequent Efforts made 
to redeem themſelves from the Slaviſi 
Principles of Popery; and recover their 
Chriſtian Liberty; and there are in ſun- 


15 Ass Monuments recorded to their 
Honour 
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Honour, who both lived as Champions 
ad died as Martyrs to the Proteſtant 
Religion. 
But 'twas the Glory of England to put 
the finiſhing Stroke, and perfect that 
moſt deſirable Work of a compleat Re- 
formation. 
| That there was a real and juſt Occa- 
fion, and that we were ſufficiently au- 
thationd for ſo neceſſary a Work was 
then ſolidly proved, and has been ſince 
frequently and ſtrenuouſly maintain- 
ed as muſt needs ſtop the Mouths, and 
ſilence the Objections of all Gainfayers. 
That this was not effected in a tumul- 
tuary Way, but by all prudent Methods 
in a regular Manner, upon mature De- 
liberation, and with the Aſſiſtanc e of ci- 
vil Authority i is atteſted by the moſt im- 
partial Hiſtorians of that Time. 
And if there was a Chriſtian Church 
ſubſiſting in Britain allowed by ſome 
eminent Perſons of their own Com- 
munion to be antecedent to that of 
Rome; if it had national Privileges, 
which Time and Age could not fo 
totally overthrow and deſtroy, but that 
B it 


it might ſeaſonably revive, and exert 


its antient Vigour to extirpate thoſe 
noxious Weeds with which it was over⸗ 
grown, and reform thoſe Errors and 
Abuſes it was corrupted with. 
If the firſt Reformers were Men 
both of Judgment and Probity, able to 
defend as well as adorn their Faith; if 
the whole legiſlative Power concurred 
to eſpouſe, to patronize and eſtabliſh 


ſo good and glorious a Deſign, ſurely 
our Reformation (as it no way deſerves 


ſo it) needs not fear the odious and un- 
juſt Imputation of Schiſm, but may ſuf- 


ficiently vindicate its firſt Aim, approve 
its prevailing Progreſs, and appeal for 


its good Effects even to the lateſt Ge- 
neration. 
Now the anc on which 
this great Fabrick was built, is the Au- 
thority of Scripture, as contradiſtin- 
guithed and oppoſed to Tradition. 

The Church of Nome ſtrenuouſly 


aſſerts the Inſufficiency of the former, 


and ſupplies all its Defects by talſly ag- 
grandizing the latter. 


But 


1 

But our Proteſtant Churches, though 
they did not abſolutely reject all 5 
Tradition, yet conſtantly maintained, 
and ill inſiſt on the Sufficiency of di- 
vine! Revelation. 

Scripture is our Rule of Faith, and 
ihe primitive Doctrines and Precepts 
conformable to it our Standard of Prac- 
ce | 

Revelation is that Pillar aud Groun! 
 'i7uth whereon we fafely may rely; 
its Certainty depends not on groundleſs 
Cn jectures or fallible Witneſſes, but 

1 the infallible Word of God, On 
Wie choſen by him to preach and 
publiſh it to the World, and who, as 
they were duly qualificd for, ſo they 
taithfully executed their important 
Truſt, recommending it by their Wri- 
tings, adorning it in cheir Lives, and at 
laſt ſealing it with their Blood. 

Theſe Writings are carefully tranſ- 
mitted to us, are acknowledged genu- 
ine, and want no Evidence that the 
Concurren nce of divine and human Te- 
ſtimony can afford, or any real Matter 


of F act 1 is capable of 8 
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Even the very Enemies of Chriſtia- 
nity preſumed not to deny, tho' they 
frequently objected againſt, and nei- 
ther could be convinced, nor would 


be converted by theſe ſacred Writings. 


But can the Favourers of oral Tradi- 


tion produce any Evidence of equal Ger- 
tainty with theſe unqueſtionable Ora- 


cles ? 

Is not verbal Teſtimony at all Times 
precarious, and more eſpecially fo when 
of any long Continuance, or extenſive 
Duration? 

Is the Memory of any ſet of Men as 
ſafely and fully to be depended on as 


the compoſed Audis, Writings of ay 


inſpired Authors. 


Nay is it not abſurd to imagine that 
any Truths can be as clearly and fully 
ee by bare Tradition or Hearſay 
as by the moſt authentick Records? 
Let Tradition is highly magnified 
by the Church of Rome, isacknowledg- 


x an eſſential Article of their Faith, 1s 


frequently appealed to in their Contro- 
verſies and Writings, but according to 


the Tn + of * as well as preſent 
Ages 


[19] 

Ages is really the Parent of many Fun- 
damental Errors, and a Shelter to ikreen 
the moſt abominable Corruptions. 
In Oppoſition to theſe Traditionary 
Doctrines we contend for Scripture as 
the ſureſt Paſſport to Salvation, we urge 
not only the Uſe but Sufficiency of it, 
and (as the Apoſtle elegantly declares) 5 
prove it every way profitable for Doc- 
trine, for Reproof, for Correction, for 
Tuſtrudion in Righteouſneſs, that the 
Man of God may be per fected, thorough- 
ty furniſbed unto bal good Works. 

They who taught for DoGrines the 
Commandments of Men in the primitive 
Times were. equally blamable with 
thoſe modern Prieſts and Inſtructors in 
the Church of Rome, who arrogate and 
uſurp Dominion over Mens Faith, and 
impoſe the Decrees and Determina- 
tions of their Church as the Word of 
God. 

The vain Pretence FE which is ith 
there muit be fome cer:ain and final 
Reſort to decide and end all controver- 
ſial Difficulties, that there is an abſolute 
Neceſſity of ſome ſupreme Judge, and 
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infallible Interpreter, both from Revela- 
tion and Tradition, to preſerve Unity and 
Peace, which that Church unduely mo- 
nopolizes to itſelf, and to its ſupreme 
Head the Pope. 

But when we have ranſacked all Re- 
| cords, examined into all Appearances of 
i Reaſon or Proof, and canvaſſed every 
it Thing that can be alledged or pretend- 
ed to maintain, nothing can be pro- 
duced to really Favour and ſupport ei- 
ther the Infallibility of the Church of 

Reme, or Supremacy of the Pope. 

Twould be endleſs to trace thoſe vari- 

ous Mazes of Error with which thu 
Advocates of theſe Doctrines generally 
intricate themſelves, and only | amuſe 
and puzzle but no way edify their 
Readers. 

?Tis extremely difficult to dive into 
the Source from whence this Infallibi- 
| Hlity ſprings, or Account for the true 
Nature or Meaſure of it, wherein it con- 

fiſts, or how far it extends. 

The Pretences to it from Scripture 
have ſo weak a Foundation, are fo tri- 
ach in themſelves, or ſo groflly miſap- 
ö plied, 
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plied, that barely to mention is ſufficient 
to confute them. 

Their Citations from the Old Teſta- 
ment, ſuch as Thou ſhall be called the 
City of Righteoufneſs, the faithful City®; 
and thou art all fair, and there is no 
Spot in thee +, with ſundry others of 
the like Nature, which they moſt per- 


8 verſcly apply to prove the Indefectibi- 


lity and Infallibility of their Church, 
are ſo contrary to the true Senſe and 
Intention of thoſe Paſſages duely con- 
ſidered and applied, that it would be a 
direct Inſult on the Knowledge and 
Reaſon of Mankind to admit any real 


' Grounds for that Interpretation _ 


contend for. 

If we have recourſe to thoſe various 
Quotations out of the New Teſtament, 
Which they interpret in their Favour, 

| ſuch as on this Rock I will build my 

Church * ; This is the Pillar and Ground 

of Truth, the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
prevail again}? it || ; and (what they lay 
a mighty Streſs upon) that moſt dread- 


IIa. i. 26. +Camiv.7, 1 Math nw 36. 
{ 1 Tim. ui, 15. 73 1 
ful 


Kea we 


[ 22 ] 

ful Anathema, ſuch as negle& to bear 
the Church are no better than Heathens 
or Publicans *, 

Theſe and divers other Paſſages have 
been ſo diſingenuouſly ſtrained, and the 
Miſapplication of them ſo ſolidly and 

fully ſhewn by our Proteſtant "Hon 
the genuine Senſe of them explained, 
and the great Abſurdity as well as Ini- 
quity of Wreſting ſuch Texts of Scrip- 
ture in favour of Popery ſo demonſtra- 
bly proved, that it might ſeem wholly 
ſuperfluous and unneceſſary to expati- 
ate or inſiſt on what has been in every 
Age ſo judiciouſly and abundantly ex- 
poſed. 

As weak and incompetent Grounds 
there are for what they vainly boaſt of, 
and confidently aſſert, but are not able 
to prove, the Supremacy of the Pope, 

which (as was intimated before) they 
pretend to derive from the Authority 
of St. Peter, who was Biſhop of Rome, 

and who entailed on that See ſuch 
Power and Juriſdiction over other 


Matth. xviii. 17. 


1 Churches 


231 
Churches, as all future Ages were 

obliged to ſubmit to. 
But tho' a Priority or Primacy in 
Order and Dignity, may be acknow- 
ledged by ſome as the Characteri- 
ſtick of St. Peter, and the diſtinguiſn- 
ing Honour of Rome; yet neither our 
Saviour when on Earth, nor the Apo- 
ſtolical Ages conferred a Supremacy, 
or allowed to either any Right of Pre- 
heminence. | a 

St. Peter's Sentiments of himſelf are 
expreſſed in the moſt humble and mo- 
deſt Terms; when he exhorts Elders, 
he addreſſes himſelf only in the Cha- 
racer of an Elder, and is far from af- 
fecting any Dominion or Superiority of 
Power. - 
Me are aſſured that St. Paul, tho' a 
late Convert to Chriſtianity, yet had 
ſuch Privileges conferred on him, as to 
be thought zferior to none of the Apo- 
files, and by his Care of, and Juriſdie- 
tion over kw Churches, ſeems in 
ſome Reſpects to have the Precedence 
even to St, Peter himſelf. 


Nay, 


[ 24] 

Nay, he who was employed and de- 
kn by other Apoſtles, could not be 
ſuppoſed ſuperior to the reſt, no more 

than he who was ſent, 7s e than 
they that fend him. 

That diſtinguiſhing Privilege which 
the Advocates of the Church of Rome 
ſo highly magnify in St. Peter, of ha- 
ving the Keys aſſigned to him of the King- 
dom of Heaven ; was not any Preroga- 
tive peculiar to him, but was inter- 

Preted by our bleſſed Saviour to extend 
to all, in thoſe very emphatical Words, 
Wi batfpever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall 
be bound in Heaven, and whatſoever ye 
ſhall looſe on Earth Heal be loojed in 
n 

But ſuppoſing (what has hitherto 
been diſprov'd) that St. Peter was Head 
of the Apoſtles, and (what is conteſted 

alſo by ſome) that he was Biſhop of 
Rome, is the Conſequence certain, that 
all his Succeſſors as Biſhops of Rome, 
ever really had, or pretended to claim 
any Right of Juriſdiction over other 
Churches ? 
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„ 
Mere not ropes of Rome as liable to 
cenſure as other Spiritual Powers, and 
when convicted of Guilt obnoxious to 
Puniſhment, nay, to that moſt infa- 
mous and ſevereſt of all Puniſhments, 
Excommunication itſelf? 

Was not this actually executed in 
the primitive Ages, and no Privileges 
or Immunities allowed to protect their 
Character. or diſpenſe with their Suf- 
ferings, much leis any Arbitrary Power 
conferred, or deſpotick Prerogative 
granted of Judging all others and ex- 
empting themſelves ? 

All Antiquity will allow that in the 
ſix firft Centuries, Rome never claimed 
ſuch an Univerſal Authority ; but to 
ſkreen the Guilt of Murder, and cloak 
the Crime of Ambition, and traiterous 
Uſurpation of the Civil Empire, this 
{ſpiritual Dominion was indulg'd, this 
Title of Univerſal Biſhop acknowledged, 
and has been ſince eſtabliſhed and con- 
tinued to the Popes of Rome for many 
ſucceeding Ages ; by Virtue whereof all 


their Determinations and Deciſions are 


declared infallible ; but whether this 
EE Fo 


261 
nfallibility is in or out of the Chair, 
whether with or without Councils is 
not altogether agreed, 

But however they may adjuſt this 
uncertain Point to their own Satisfac- 
tion and that of ſome other too impli- 
cit Believers, we are credibly affured 
that both Pope and Councils have 
grievouſly erred, that Bellarmine's 
Notes of Infallibility have frequently 
failed, and that the beſt of them are 
ſubject to Miſtakes, Infirmities, and Cor- 
ruptions, as well as other Men, and that 
we can no more depend upon the Or- 
thodoxy of their Doctrines, than the In- 
nocency of their Lives. | 

To extricate ourſelves from theſe 
prevailing Difficulties, our ſpiritual and 
civil Governors united to form a Plan 
for a general Reformation, which I have 
hitherto endeavoured to vindicate, by 
removing thoſe Obſtructions laid, and 
formidable Objections raiſed againſt ei- 
ther the Excellency or Uſefulneſs of fo 
important a Work from the pretended 
Antiquity, Univerſality, and Infallibility 


of the Church of Rome, whereby they 
plauſibly 


1 


plauſibly endeavour to defend them- 


ſelves, and ſeduce unſtable Souls into 
their erroneous Doctrines. | 

And I hope by the Weakneſs of 
their Arguments and Inſufficiency of 
their Proofs, either from Reaſon, 
_ Scripture, or Antiquity for their ge- 
general Doctrines that the Outworks of 
our reformed Religion are ſo well 
guarded and ſecured, that we may ſafe- 
ly maintain our Ground, and expel the 


Poiſon they ſhall at any Time attempt 


to infuſe to corrupt the Vitals of Chri- 
ſtianity, or endanger the Welfare and 


and Succeſs of the true Proteſtant 


Faith. 

But to dwell no longer o on Generals, 
I ſhall inſtance in ſome particular Doc- 
trines and Practices, which the Church 
of Rome impoſes on all her Members, 
as neceſſary Terms of Communion, 
and which we can by no Means aſſent 
or conform to, either with Credit, In- 


nocence or Safety. And therefore this 
mult retort the Charge of Schiſm upon 


thoſe, who compel us to forſake, and 
drive us from their Communion ; not 
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on us, who do not wilfully depart, who 
only chuſe to ſeparate rather than to ſin. 
But not to multiply Inſtances, or enu- 
merate many of thoſe leſſer Ceremo- 
nies or Circumſtances, wherein we dif- 
fer from them, I ſhall enlarge on ſome 
important Points relating to Faith, Wor- 
ſhip, Communion, and Government; 
which (tho' mere Superſtructures of 
their own Invention, neither command- 
ed by God, nor revealed in his Word, 
yet) are very earneſtly preſt and zealouſ- 
ly contended for, in the Church of 
Rome, as equally neceſſary to Faith and 
Salvation, as the molt eſſential Duties. 
In reſpect to the Firſt, and to ſpecify 
ſundry Inſtances in relation to Faith, the 
principal Error the Church of Rome aſ- 
ſerts and ſtrenuouſly contends for is the 
Doctrine of Tradition, which upon all 
Occaſions it aſierts and ftrenuouſly con- 
tends for, not only in Competition with, 
but in Preference to all divine Revela- 
tion. And therefore that ſevere Repre- 
henſion directed by Our Saviour to the 
Seribes and Phariſees is juſtly applica- 
ple to thoſe falle Guides and Rom 
In- 


1271 


Inſtructors, who ſuperadd to the Divine 


Law, and render the Word of God in- 
effectual, by teaching for Dofrines the 
Commis -nts of Men. 

Whether we confider Oral or Hiſto- 
rical 'Fradition, or have recourſe even 
to thoſe Writings, which have generally 


obtained the Name of Apoſtolical Con- 


ſtitutions, we cannot altogether exempt 


taem Gon Errors and Miſtakes. $ 
Even the moſt learned Interpreters 


of the Jew:/h Law, tho' they had all 


the Advantages of Mz ſes and the Pro- 


_ phets, yet they were very frequently 


miſtaken in their religions Notions, 
and miſguided in ſome of their moſt 
fundamental Doctrines. | 


Thoſe Prejudices, they early imbibed 


of Chriſt's ſecular Grandeur and tem- 
poral Kingdom, conveyed to them by 
means of traditionary Inſtructions were 
ſo ſtrongly rivetted in their Minds, that 
no Arguments or Perfuations could diſ- 
engage their Thoughts, or diſpoſe them 
to receive any contrary Belief. 
Even the cleareſt Paſſages, relating to 


S 


the Sufferings. and Death of Chriſt, 


we re 
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were either diſregarded and overlook'd, 

or miſinterpreted and miſa; plied. Hince 
the Religion of a whole Nation, and 
that Law commanded by God, and 
propagated by inſpired Teachers, in ſun- 
dry Times and Places, became per- 
verted and depraved, to er the idle 
Dream and falſe Notion they enter- 

tained of a triumphant Meſſiah. 

It muſt always be acknowledged, 
that even the beſt Traditions of hs 
Ancients are to be receiv'd with Cau- 
tion, ſince they who lived neareſt the 
Apoſtolick Ages, were not altogether 
exempt from ſome fabulous Inventions 
and ſuperſtitious Mixtures. 

Thoſe primitive Advocates for the 
Millenary Doctrine, and the different 
Obſervations of the Antients, in Reſpect 
to the Celebration of the Eaſter Feſti- 
val, both appeal to Tradition, and pro- 
duce various Teſtimonies to favour their 
reſpective Sentiments. 


And 'twould be endleſs to enumerate 


all the Errors and Corruptions, which 
owe their Riſe and Progreſs to tra- 
ditionary Inſtitutions, 

For 


[ 29 ] 
For Mens Minds and Judgment, as: 


their Features and Complexions, will 


1n every Age vary, and we are fon of 


entertaining thoſe Notions, and propo- 
gating thoſe Opinions, which are the 


darling Off- ſpring of our owa Imagina- 


tions and Conceits. 

Men of the brighteſt Parts and Learn- 
ing, nay, the greateſt Maſters of Science, 
Falſiy fo called, receiving wrong Tinc- 

tures of Religion from corrupt Founda- 
tions of Tradition, have not always the 


Modeſty and Juſtice to acknowledge 


their Error, but often tenaciouſſy per- 
fiſt in what they have uſually maintain- 
ed, difdaining that Reflection and Re- 
proach of ſceming to alter their Opi- 
nion, and ſubmitting to retract. 
Now the falſe Colours, ſuch are 
able to caſt even on erroneous Doctrines, 
make fuch ſtrong Impreſſions on the 
Minds of Men, that the Weak and Un- 
ſtable are too eafily ſeduced, - and too 
often impoſed upon, to receive their 
Traditions for Truth. 0 
Theſe, and ſuch like Inconveniencies, 


generally attend Tradition, which ren- 


2 der 


Nr. 


Team] 
der it a ſuſpicious and uncertain Rule, 
and what no prudent Believer would 
approve or confide in. : 
But this is the great Oracle of the 
Romriſh Faith, the Sum and Subſtance 
of their Religion, as diſtinguiſhed from 
Proteſtants : nay, the very Life and 
Soul, which animates and ſupports all 
their ſpiritual Authority and eccleſiaſti- 
All Hierarchy. - 1 
In Oppoſition to which, we contend 
For Scripture, as an unerring Rule, and 
25 the great Charter, whereon our Chri- 
{tian Privileges depend. Et, 
hut tho' we reject ſome, we do not 
diſclaim all human Traditions; we ap- 
prove thoſe, which are pious and excel- 
lent in themſelves, and uſeful in their 
Conſequences: We acknowledge and 
retain thoſe, which the Apoſtles of 


Chriſt, by Word or Epiſtle, and their 


Succeſſors in the pureſt and moſt Pri- 
mitive Ages have tranſmitted to us. 
| Nay, we do not diſcourage any, 
which are conſiſtent with, or fairly 
may be deduced from true Scripture- 


Authority. But to ſet up Tradition in 


C On- 
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Competition with Revelation, fo make 


the Church the Interpreter of Scrip- 
tare, the ſole Guide and Director of its 
Rules and Sanctions, is to pervert the 
true End of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, 


and to make the . Elder to ſer ve the 


| £7 zungen. 


But what Power or Amte has 


tac united Communion of all Chriſtian 
Churches to dictate Laws, which may 


any Way interfere with Wine Rey 2 


lation ? 


And if the Univerſal Church cannot, 
how great Preſumption muſt it be in 


amy particular Church to erect a Tri- 


bunal, to conſtitute Judges, and paſs 


Sentence in all eccleſiaſtical C aſes, in ſo 
very arbitrary a Manner, and without 
due Authority ? 

Yet this unbounded Power and Ju- 


riſdiction, the Pope and Doctors of the 


Church of Rome from ſome uncertain 
unwritten Traditions, claim and arro- 


gate to themſelves, and oblige the 


Members of their Communion to ob- 


ſerve and conform to, inſcead of Scrip- 


ture 3 which, however. con- 
_ ducive 
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by 
ducive they may be to the Eaſe and 
Quiet, yet are really inſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy and convince the Judgments of 
true rational Believers. 

We may therefore juſtly con gratu- 
late ourſelves, that we are not fetter'd 
with ſuch flaviſh Ordinances, are no 
Way entangled with their Yoke of 
Bondage, but are at Liberty to think 
and act as we pleaſe, have Scripture for 
our Rule, Reaſon for our Guide, and 


with the Affiſtance of our ſpiritual Pa- 
ſtors, may be ſafely directed to true 


F aith- Holineſs. and Happineſs. 
As the Bible is the Foundation of 


our Faith, and the Rule of ſpiritual 


Life, ſo tis our Duty to preſerve and 
keep it as the Apple of cur Exe; the 
Truths, contained in it, ſhould be the 
Subjects of our Thoughts and daily 
Meditation; we ſhould talk of them 


When we 2 in the Houſe, and when we 


wall in the Way, when We lie down, 


and when we riſe up. L 
If we appeal to the SING Obſer- 
vation of our Saviour, the very Foun- 


dation of all Error proceeds principally 


for 


331 
from Ignorance of theſe Truths, * 
err, not knowing the Scriptures®, 
Nay, moſt of the Miſcarriages we 


make in our Way to Eternity, pro- 


ceed from Miſunderſtanding the Do- 
ctrines, or miſapplying the Rules we 
are there inſtructed in. 

How injurious then is it to our ſpi- 
. ritual Privileges, to conceal and lock up 


that Key of Knowledge, which might 


open the Way to the obſcureſt Pro- 


phecies, and wrlooſe the Seal even of the 


darkeſt Myſteries. 
Navy, how ſacrilegious is it in the 


Ryomiſh Clergy, to deny the Laity this 


Chriſtian Property, to impoſe falſe 
Gloſſes and Mifinterpretations on the 
true Canon of Scripture, and entirely 


ſubje& it to their Churches Autho- 


rity. 


The Doctrines of the Old and New 


Teſtament are of divine Original, and 


undeniable Truths, atteſted by antient 
Prophecies, confirmed by repeated Mi- 


racles, and acknowledged by the united 


Teſtimony and concurrent Authority of 


the Univerſal Church, 


Matt. xxüi. 29. 


And 


18 
And ſhall particular Churches be 
liable to every private Interpretation, to 
ſtand to the Deciſion, and be deter- 
mined by the Sentence of Papal Jurit- 
diction? _ 

It might very reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 
that were ſuch an implicit Submiſſion 
due to the Authority of the Church of 
| Rome, even the Holy Scriptures them- 

ſelves would point out the Places 
whereon it was antiently founded, and 
might be clearly proved. 
| But theſe are no Way favourable in 
their Caſe, and muſt be entirely wreſt- 
ed, or miſerably confounded with the 
diſtinguiſhing Character of the Chri- 
ſtian Church in general, to give any 
Countenance to the Claim they pre- 
tend to. 

In ſhort, 'tis Tradition alone, that 
was the Original Spring, is the preſent 
Support, and muſt be the final Rock, 
whereon its Stability depends. 

And what a wretched broken Reed 
all unwritten Tradition is, in Points of 
Faith and Salvation, has been abundant- 


ly proved, which will not only deceive 
and 


= 
and fail, but eee thoſe, who rely on 


it with many Sorrows. 
To this erroneous DoErine of un- 


ſcriptural Tradition, I ſhall add, 


Secondly, That of Juſtification, in- 
troduced and maintained by the Au- 
thority of the Church of Rome, which 
is deſtructive of true Faith, 

The Doctrine of Juſtification as de- 
livered in Scripture, obſerved by the 
Antient Churches, and embraced by 
Proteſtants, is a moſt uſeful and com- 
fortable Doctrine. 

Tis grounded on the propitiatory Sa- 
crifice of Chriſt, which juſtifies our 
Perſons, recommends our Actions, and 
gives us an Intereſt in the Sufferings and 
Death of Chriſt. 

When we lincerely endeavour to 
fulfil the whole Law, and ſupply the 
Deficiency and Imperfection of our 
Faith and Love by the Alk-ſufficiency 
of Chriſt, we may very juſtly triumph 
in thoſe Words of St. Paul, Now ve 
are waſhed, now we are erk fee uo co 


we are Juf od. 
But 


abundantly evince. 


[ 36] 

But to imagine that any outward 
Profeſſi on, or inherent Holineſs of our 
own, abſtracted from Chriſt's meritori- 
ous Sacrifice, will entitle us to the 
Divine Favour, and merit Heaven, is 
a very dangerous Doctrine. 

But whatever evil and pernicious 
Conſequen ces it may be attended with, 
*tis a well known and received Opi- 
Nion, as well as an authorized Maxim 


in the Church of Rome, that their 


Faith and good Works are ſufficient 
Qualifications, and give them a juſt 


Claim and Right to true e A- 


doption. 

Nay, they not only flatter them- 
ſelves, but page: others, that libe- 
ral Endowments and expenſive Devo- 
tions, convey and carry in them ſuch 


a real Condignity, that God cannot in 
Reaſon with-hold, nor in Juſtice _ 


a proper Retribution. 

But how vain theſe Conceits are, 
ſundry Arguments from Reaſon, and 
many Paſſages from Revelation, will 


(37) 
We may very reaſonably argue, and 
juſtly expoſtulate, can Duties finite and 
temporal bear any Proportion to, or 
ever preſume to deſerve Rewards, which 
are infinite and eternal? | 

Our Faith may as ſoon remove 
Mountains, as open a Way of itſelf to 
everlaſting Felicity. 

Our Works may effect incredible 
Wonders, as well as compel the Di- 
vine Favour, and forcibly enter Hea- 
ven. 5 
Theſe are ſuch abſurd and impracki⸗ 
cable Notions, that all our rational Fa- 
culties muſt be exceedingly depraved 
to admit any favourable Impreſſions of 
them. | h 

The Oracles of Divine Truth ex- 
preſly aſſert, that by Grace ve are 
ſaved through Faith, and that not of 

ur ſolves, it is the Gift of God, not of 
Works, leaſt any Man fpould boaſt #; 

And if it is our Duty to. do every 
Thing that we are capable of, nay, 
after we have done our beſt, we are to 
be accounted only unprefitable Ser- 
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(38) 
wants +, we muſt be entire Strangers 
to the Language of Scripture, and both 


the Precepts and Examples of the 
_ pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, to enter- 


tain the leaſt Perſuaſion or Belief of 
meriting by our Works. 

But we muſt cancel the expreſs De- 
cree of the Council! of Trent, muſt a- 


boliſh Part of the Liturgy of the 


Church of Rome, and run counter to 
the whole Tenor of their uſual Books 


of Devotion, to evacuate and deſtroy, 
what they ſo ſtrenuouſly contend for, 
this darling Doctrine of Merit. | 

When therefore there is ſuch a ma- 


nifeſt Contrariety in the Senſe, Inten- 
tion, and entire Structure of holy Scrip- 


ture to this unauthorized Doctrine of 


Merit, we may warrantably and fafely 


conclude, that the Word of God muſt 
be true, tho the Doctors of the Church 
of Nome, and other erroneous Guides, 
are Liars. | 

To this important Truth, the con- 
current Voice and repeated Teſtimonies 
of Proteſtant Divines unanimouſly a- 


T Luke vii. 10. 
gree, 


: 7 
gree, who thankfully acknowledge, 
that tis through the Mercy of God and 

Merits of Chriſt, that their pureſt Sa- 
crifices and maſt righteous Perform- 
ances are graciouſly received, without 
any the leaſt Pretence to perſonal 

Merit. 

And as the Doctrines of Tradition 
and Juſtification, ſo that of Repentance, 
with its neceflary Branches and Appen- 
dages of Confeſſion, Contrition, and 
Prieſtly Abſolution, are rightly taught 
and practiſed in our Proteſtant, but are 
both miſunderſtood and miſapplied | in 
the Romi Communion. 

Tho' the Church of Rome vainly 
| boaſts of the ſtrict Exerciſes of Pen- 
nance, and that extraordinary Satisfac- 
tion obſerved and en; joyned, in what 
they affect to call They Catholick 
Church; yet upon due Examina- 
tion, the moſt effential Parts of it are 
really defective, and will prove in- 
ſufficient to the Ends it was ordained 
8 
Confeſſion of our Sins to God is a 
Duty OP enjoyned, and expreſly re- 
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quired of all ſincere Peni: -ents ; and a 
ee Confeſſion of thoſe Sins Which lie 


heavy upon our Minds to ſpiritual 
Counſellors and Friends adminiſters 


Eaſe and Conſolation to afflicted Souls, 
and 1s both a comfortable and a Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine. 


But to enforce Arictilar Confeftion N 


Rd oblige the Members of their 


Church to confeſs all their Sins with 


every aggravatingCircumſtance to their 
Prieſts, as a neceſſary Means to Salvati- 
on, is a moſt uncomfortable and truly 
Popiſni Injunction. 

It tends. to enſlave the Minds and 


Conſciences of Men, as it abridges them 


of that Liberty, qohercwoith Chri/t hath 


malle them free, as it is the Parent of | 


ſundry inconvenient Conſequences , 
and either awes or draws them Into 


irregular Compliances. 


The earlieſt Ages have acknowledg- 


ed the Uſe and Importance of Confeſ- 
ſion as a preparatory Means to the Re- 


miſſion. of Sin; and many in the Apo- 
ſtle's Time confeſſed and ſhewed their 


Haas. 
* Acts xix. 18. 


But 


. © 


[ 42 ] 


But the Neceflity of revealing all our 


moſt ſecret as well as open Tranſgrel- 


ſions upon Pain of Damnation is of no 
divine but human Inſtitution, and was 
calculated more for the ances Inte- 
reſt of Confeſſors, than the Eaſe or Be- 


nefit of Penitents. 


Serious Confeſſion is a 3 85 
ble Duty and has its uſes and Ends, 


but auricular Confeſſion conſiſts chiet- 
ly in a ſuperficial Enumeration of Sins, 
rather emboldens Men to, than reſtrains 
them from the Commiſion: and whilſt 
it faintly attempts 70 ejed one unclean 
Spirit introduces feven others in the 
Room mere wicked than the fir. 
This curſory Method is a great Ene- 
my to true Picty and ſerious Devotion, 
and defeats all tte Ends of true godly 


Repentance, and real Reformation. 


Conti ition is another Bra nch of Re- 


pentance rightly underſtood and prac- 
tiſed in our Proteſtant, but perverted and 
abuſed in the Romich Communion. 
A fincere Concern and Sorrow for 
being diſpleaſed and offended a moſt 


7 Luke xi. 20th. | 
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gracious God, and incurring the Pu- 


niſhment due to the Tranſgreſſion of 


the divine Law is a true religious Ex- 
erciſe, and a previous Step to as Long 
tance. 
But to ſubſtitute Atirition- in the 
Room of Contrition; to grieve only for 
the Penalty, but not the Guilt is a 
berg and imperfect Operation, and e- 
ry Way inſufficient to N or ſa- 
da an offended God. 
| Yet if we conſult the known Doc- 
trine- or Practice of the Church of 


Rome; we may learn, that Attrition 


accompanied with the Sacrament of 
Penance will effectually qualify Men 
for a State of Grace, reconcile them 


to God, and make them Heirs of Sal- 
vation. 


But how contrary this Notion is to 
the whole Tenor of Scripture, and the 
known Attributes of God is very ap- 
rent to all Men, who impartially con- 


ſult the former, or have a due Value 


lor the latter. 
The divine Law regards chiefly the 


ee of the Heart, and the Refor- 
mation of the inward Man, It reſpects 
e E 1 the 


1431 


the Principle whereon it acts, the true 
Love of God, and fear of his Diſplea 

ſure, with other Means, which may 
concur, to promote our preſent Con- 
verſion, and future Salvation. 

Whereas Attrition is an unſcriptural 
and flaviſh Doctrine, extends u(elf on- 
ly to the outward Man, and when join- 
ed to the Sacrament. of Penance ra. 
ther works like a Charm, than ani. 
mates with a true Spirit of Righteouſ- | 
neſs and Piety. 

Thoſe divine Attributes of Holineſs, 
Juſtice and Power approve a fincere 
Contrition, and true inward Compunc. 
tion; but diſallow and condemn a ſu. 
perficial Attrition, or the moſt rigorous 
Acts of penance, without a real Con- 
verſion. 

As Confeſſion and Contritiun are 
Proteſtant Doctrines and requiſite 
Means to Repentance : So prieſtly Ab. 
ſolution when diſcretely applied is re- 
commended as a proper and comforta- 
ble Inſtitution. | 
_  Hereby timorous Minds and ſerupu- 

lous Co nſciences are relieved and eaſed ; 

and; 
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and, upon every due Examination and 
die Conviction, the conſcienti- 
ous Man of God ſpeaks Peace to the 
Minds, and gives reſt to the Souls of 
the truly afflicted and depreſſed. „ 

But how this prieſtly Authority is 
unwarrantably advanced and irregular- 
ly exerciſed in the Church of Rome the 
Experience of every Age may abun- 
dantly evince. 
- Various are the Inconveniencies and 
ſcandalous the Liberties which the Ro- 
miſh Prieſts uſually indulge and aſſume 
in their uſual Abſolutions, to the ma- 
nifeſt contempt of true Piety, to the very 
great Diſhonour of their ſacred Order, 


and even to the Reproach of Chriſti- 


anity. 
Whilſt they exerciſe their Laity in 


ſandry unneceſſary Offices, and mere 


trifling Operations, they really waſte 


thoſe precious Hours which might pro- 
fitably be employed in ſerious and ſub- 
Nantial Duties ; and inſtead of kindling 
and increaſing damp and extinguiſh the 


holy Fi ire, the true Lifc and * of 


God- 


* 


1 

Godlineſs in ſuperſtitious Ceremonies 

and unprofitable Devotions. 
As great are the Privileges, which 
the Chriſtian Clergy in general are hoz 
noured with, and many great Oppor- 
tunities as well as Advantages they have 
of being uſeful and ſerviceable in their 
reſpective Stations: So *tis / heartily to 
be wiſhed, that a true Zeal for God 
and the vital Exerciſes of Religion 
would animate their Souls, and infuſe 
into their People a proportionable 
_ Warmth, that they may ſerve and obey 
| the Lord in true Holineſs and Ri göbte- 
cufneſs, ſo would their Abſolutions be e- 
ſteemed as well authoritative in them- 
ſelves, as effectual to the Laity. 
But the too well known frequency 
and familiarity of this Practice in the 
Church of Rome has rendered that ve- 
nerable Office too juſtly contemptible, 
and the f ivolous cauſes for which it is 
uſually exerciſed, and the unwarranta- 
ble Means by which it is too often ob- 
tained in that corrupt Communion, is 
the ſad Complaint of former and pre- 
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ſent Times, and will extend (I tear) to 
the lateſt Poſterity. 

And therefore this is a Concern that 
ought more eſpecially and ſeriouſly to 
be conſidered by them, as it is realy and 
greatly lamented by all true Chriſtians, 
that they who ſo frequently abuſe the 
Power of Abſolution ſhould have ſuch 
Privileges conferred on them by autho- 
ritative Councils, that the acceptableneſs 
or inefficacy of the Prayers, Oblations 
and other Sacrifices of the People are ac- 
 knowledged chiefly to depend on their 
Prieſts Intention. From theſe Funda- 
mental Errors in Faith I proceed, 

Secondly, to ſome Abutes and Cor- 
ruptions in Worſhip, which now pre- 
vail and abound in the Church of 
Rome, © 
The various Inſtitutions and different 
Manners of Worſhip, have been in all 

Ages eſteemed the moiſt remarkable 
Teſts and infallible Proofs to diſtin- 
guiſh the true Religion from Appear- 
ances only, or falſe Pretences to it. 
And tho” it might be fuppoſed prac- 


ticable to unite and agree by compro- 
mizing 


1 8 
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mizing ſome Points of leſs neceſſary 


Concern, yet to differ and diſagree in 


ſo eſſential an Article as true religious 


Homage, would be to confound, over- 


throw, and ſubvert the Divine Law. 
Tho' in our various Tranſactions and 
Intercourſes with Men we may favour 


ſome Sentiments, and recede from o- 


thers in Conformity to the Rules of 


Civility and Compliment; yet it im- 


plies great Guilt and Impiety to pre- 


voaricate with our own Conſciences, and 
act deceitfully with God in any ſpiritual 


Exerciſes, ur true religious Homage. 
For Adoration and Worſhip are Acts 
of a very nice and incommunicable 
Nature, are inſeparable from, and ap- 
propriated only to Divine Perfections. 
This is a Prerogative which God 
himſelf ſhews a great Tenderneſs and 
Jealouſy of, which upon all Occaſions 
he aſſerts the higheſt Value for, and 
which he frequently declares, that he 


will neither convey any Right, ad- 


mit of any Title, nor impart or ſhare 
the lealt Glory 7 it with another, 


We 


23 
— 


= 
*. 
— 


— r — a 
- A 
3 — — wy 
1 35 IA. . 4 
- * . * ” 3%? AD ; 55 8 
I TS 2 Q SES a Rn Q; b — ms 
np Ko Toe el SORT 


7 wg en — 


r f 
n n r 

Y PIT . + x gan 19g, 
MI Fr 


2 WY 
eo <7 


. 1 8 — 
* - K ** 22 
wo 
4 . . 1 —— n 
2 g a n Fo 
r i 


» - _— =o 
1 ang 6 * — 
_ 2 P EE ome a £ - - — 
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We muſt therefore carefully diſtin- 
guiſh between civil Honours, which 
are the fole acknowledged Rights of 
every ſovereign Authority or ſuperior 
Power, and that religious Homage, of 


which God only is the Object, and be- 


comes the incommunicable Glory of 


the undivided Trinity. 
Tis both the Principle and Practice 


of our reformed Churches, to judiciouſly 


preſcribe and inviolably preſerve pro- 
per Rules of Worſhip, and tho' we do 
not abound in Ceremonies, and obſerve 
empty 9 .ews, yet we ſtrictly retain 
the Eſſence and Subſtance of true re- 
gular Devotion, 

Whilſt Arian Principles directly over- 
throw, and Popiſh Practices apparently 
corrupt, *tis the diſtinguiſhed Glory of 
our Proteſtant Churches, that we Ta 
blith and promote true religious Wor- 
hi 

WW; We do not direct our Adoration to 
Angels or inferior Objects, but to one 
and the fame uncreated, undivided 


Eſſence, which alone is the ſafe Ground 


and true Foundation of Worſhip. 
Did 


[49] 
Did the Scriptures direct us to dif- 


ferent Objects, or determine any De- 
grees of religious Adoration, there 
might be ſome Pr tence or Reaſon for 
ſuperior and infei ior Worſhip ; but as 
the Unity of the Divine Nature entire- 
ly ſubverts every ſuch groundleſs Di- 
ſtinctions; ſo both Reaſon and Expe- 
rience would ſoon evince and ſhew 
what Inconveniencies would ariſe and 
Confuſions follow from ſuch Diverſities 
in Worſhip, which would tend rather 
do eſtabliſh than extirpate Idolatry. 
Whatever therefore may be either 
the profeſſed Principles or uſual Prac- 
tices of thoſe who, diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves by that inglorious Character of 
rendring Homage and doing Service to 
thoſe who by Nature are no Gods *; yet 
bleſſed be God we have no ſuch Cu- 
tom, nor the true Churches of Chrift +. 
We charge the Church of Rome with 
the Sin of Idolatry in worſhiping creat- 
ed Angels, Images, and Relicks; and 
{ſeparate ourſelves from, becauſe we 
cannot join in Communion with her, 
without Guilt and Danger. 
| * Gal. iv. 8,; 11 Cor. xi. 26. = 
1 E Vain 


50 . 

Vain and frivolous are thoſe falſe 
Pretences urged, thoſe Jeſuitical Eva- 
ſions made, whereby they rather ſear 
than ſalve their Conſciences, ſuggeſting 
and alledging, that they intend no Ho- 


nour, aſcribe no Homage to the Images 


themſelves, but apply them only as the 
propereſt Inſtruments to quicken their 
Zeal, and elevate their Devotion. 

Whereas 'tis very well known, that 
their authorized Writings, their publick 
Liturgies and manual Devotions, de- 
monſtrate the Reverſe; by which they 
are taught, and required to bow down 
and . worſhip at every Appearance of 
the Hoſt, and to adore any Repreſenta- 
tion or Image of Chriſt; Nay, they 
appeal to the Croſs, invocate the bleſſed 
Virgin, and apply to an infinite Variety 
of Saints and Angels to hear, obſerve, 
and intercede, for the Succeſs of their 
Petitions and Pr ayers, with the pro- 
foundeſt Vencration and devouteſt Re- 
verence. 

Theſe are Indictments juſtly charged 
againſt the Votaries of the Church of 
Rome, too well known to be denied, 
too fla grant to be excuſed. 1 
TN I ſhall 


1 
I ſhall farther add, that the Prayers 
appointed to be read, and Hymns 
celebrated in their Churches i in an un- 
known Tongue, is another Offence and 
Abuſe in their publick Service. | 
As *tis the natural Deſire, ſo tis the 
boundea Duty of every rational Man, 
not only 0 pray with the Spirit, but to 
pray with the ider ſtanding alſo . 
Tho' ſome may ſtrain the Import- 
ance, or at leaſt too far extend "that 
plauſeb! le Pretence of better Edifica- 
tion; yet all muſt allow, that as Know- 
ledge comes by Hearing, ſo Hearing 
without Underſtanding, can neither 
conduce to improve curfelves. nor to 
edify others. 
Me may juſtly argue from Reaſon as 
well as Revelation, how abſurd it is 79 
draw: nigh to GO with our Li ps, When 
our Minds and Hearts are Jour from 
Hum 
And what can we offer, but the mere 
Sacrifice of Feels ||, when our Under- 


| ſtandings and; Jura do not accom- 


9 xiv. TH + Ifa. xxix. 1 3. aer v. 1 bs 
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er y our Prayers, but are unacquainted 


h with the r . _ Ee, of, our 
Requeſts. 124-7218 4 

Such Oblations may be Loitable t 
thoſe Heathen Deiries, vb neither ſee, 
bear, nor underſtand, but can never 
become rational Creatures to offer, Hor 
God to accept. 

'Tis the Union of bur Mente ad 
Voices to God, that recommends the 
Prayers and Praiſes of a Chriſtian Con- 
gregation, and conſtitutes true 7 1 — 
Worſhip; and twould be highl 
decent as well as unprofitable vera 
ly to approach an omniſcient Being, 
to promiſcuouſly join in thoſe Forms of 
Worſhip we underſtand not, and fay 
Amen to Prayers we are entire Strangers 
79. 

Sach implicit Rules and ſeifeleſs No- 
tions preſcribed and advanced by Ro- 
mib Inſtructors (like the Uſe I the 
_ Scriptures, which they exclude wr 
Laity from) can be founded only o 
that very reproachful, but muwuftte 
Maxim of theirs, that Ignorance is the 
Mother of Faith and Devotion, or 


from 


137 
from that more politick Perſwaſion that 
the Doctrines and Precepts impoſed in 
their Communion are afraid of the 
Light, are no ſooner known” than diſbe- 
lieved, underſtood, than diſobey' d. 
In Oppoſition to ſuch 2 and 

pernicious Tenets, Perſpicuity and Sim- 

licity are the natural Ornaments of our 
ſpiritual Worſhip, the beſt Recommen- 
dations of our Proteſtant Liturgy. 

We invite the Members of our 

Church to a conſtant Attendance on our 
publick Forms of Worſhip, nay we ex- 
hort and per ſwade them to ſearch the 
original Fountains, from whence they 
are drawn, and examine the Founda- 
tions, whereon they are built, neither de- 
fring, to make, nor to keep them 1 19- 

norant, 
In a Word, we debar chem no deſi- 
rable, nor truly Chriſtian Liberty, but 
calculate every Inſtitution of Worſhip, 
of Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments in 
our Proteſtant Communion, that all 
may know, and underſtand, that all ny 
be edified, and finally ſaved,  _ za 
| ET. n Of 


1 54 ] 
Of near Affinity to their Worſhip 
in an unknown Tongue is that abſurd 


Notion of Purgatory, which is an ac- 
knowledged Superſtructure on the 
Chriſtian Religion, and from its abomi- 


nable Uſes and indirect Ends, contri- 


butes more to debaſe and deſtroy, than 
promote the Piety or Credit of the Ro- 
man Communion. © 

'T was originally advent from Hea- 


then Philoſophy, and that Platonick Sy- 


far from * * the Eaſtern 


— 


ſtem, which ſuppoſed a mediate State 


between Heaven and Hell, calculated 
for thoſe, whoſe almoſt equal Mixtures 
of — and Vice, of Repentance and 


Diſobedience conſigned them to a Place, 


where they were to be tormented and 
purged, in order to be purified and ab- 
ſolved. 

FTheſe Tinctures and Impreſſions, 
Which many primitive Chriſtians recei- 
ved and borrow d from ſuch Philoſo- 
phical Notions ſeduced others alſo into 


fundry conjectural Errors. 5 


But theſe Fallacies and Miſtakes were 


5 Churches 


11 
Churches, and thoſe of Ajia and AE 
ca were untainted with them. 
Nay the Doctrine of Purgatory, tho 
introduced by Iznorance, propagated 
by Fallacy, and ſupported by Power, 
yet for many Ages continued a conte- 
ſted uncertain Point of F aith, till Po 
Pius's Creed made it an Article of Be- 
lief. and enforced the Obſervance of it 
n Pain of Damnation. 

This poſitively declares that there is. 
a Purgatory, and that the Souls detain- 
ed therein are aſſiſted by the W 
of the Faithful. 

Now that there is ſuch a Pls 
where pious Souls are impriſoned, who 
were her e imperfectly cleanſed, but 
through this material Fire become per- 
fectly refin'd and qualified for Heaven; 
that by. the Prayers of the Faithful they 
are accepted of God, eſteemed holy and 
und-filed, and meet Partakers of 1 I 
beritance of the Saints in Light *, are 
Aſſertions maintained and vindicated by 
the Advocates of the Church of Rome : 
but when called upon to prove what 


* Cal. L 12. 


"hh 


1 
they ſo confidently affirm, they are con- 


founded and loſt. 


For neither Scripture fairly inter pre- 
ted, nor the Practice of the moſt pri- 
mitive and pureſt Ages, nor the good 
Senſe, Reaſon or Judgment of Man- 


kind can juſtify the Belief of ſo ridicu- 


lous a Notion, which has not the leaſt 
Foundation or Plea from either of theſe, 
and indeed never could have ſubſiſted 
ſo long but from the overflowing Pro- 
fits and many conſequent Advantages 


ariſing from it. 


Let thoſe therefore, who reap ſuch 
abundant Gain from this great Diana, 


extol and magnify its great Influence 


ard Power; we neither approve the 


_ Uſe, nor envy them the Fruits of any 


Artifices purchaſed on ſuch ignoble 
Terms. 


Nearly allied to this Doctrine, and 


the neceſſary Conſequences of this Be- 


lief, are their Prayers for the Dead. 

That 'twas a general Cuſtom, and 
acknowledged Practice in the primi- 
tive Ages of Chriſtianity to pray for the 


Dead is both by Proteſtants and Papiſts 
very 


A 
very y freely confeſſed and readily allow= 
any but that they prayed. upon the 
fame Principles, directed their Prayers to 
the ſame Purpoſes, and applied them to 
the ſame Ends (as is the preſent Prac- 
tice of the Church of Rome) is expreſly 
denied by us, and not altogether diſ- 
owned by them. I 
The Intention of the. primitive Chri- 
ftians, however miſtaken in their No- 
tions, or miſguided by their various Mo- 
tives, Opinions and Principles was very 


pure and ſincere. Their true End and 
Aim was the Glory of God, and the 


good Wiſhes they entertained and con- 


tinually deſired to ſhew to the departed 


Souls of their Fellow Chriſtians and 


Friends. 

But far was it from their Thoughts 
to form any Scheme, or conceive the 
leaſt Notion of a State of Purgation by 
any Duration of Torments, which never 
could be available to Men' I final gal 
8 

Farther was it from their Inclinations 
or Defires to expoſe their Followers to 
unneceſſary Sulferings. | 

But 
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But fartheſt of all was it from their 
Endeavour or Deſign to impoſe the Be- 
lief of any Purgatory Flames to redeem 
Men's Souls, which have no Founda- 


tion from Scripture Reaſon, or any pri- 
mitive Practice, 


How widely therefore do the Belief 


and Behaviour of the primitive Chriſti- 
ans diſagree and differ from the preſent 


Principles and Practices of the Church 


of Rome in the Doctrine of Purgatory 


and Prayers for the Dead; who not 
only extol and magnify, but lay the 
greateſt Streſs on the Multitude of 
their Maſſes, the Efficacy of their Pray- 
ers, and the Meritoriouſneſs of their 
Prieſtly Interceſſions to eaſe and dimi- 
niſh the Miſery, or procure and promote 
the Felicity of departed Souls. 

But let not us flatter and deceive our 
ſelves with the fond Dreams of Purgatory, 
or hope by any ſubſequent Prayers af- 
ter Death to better our future State, to 
accelerate or advance our final Salvation, 


but by true Faith and good Works, and 


aà full Reliance on the Blood of Chriſt 


_ eur ſeFoes 285 all Sin layi ad 
hol 


[9] 


hold on that Oblation of his bleſſed Bo- 
dy and moſt precious Blood, whereby 
he hath perfetted for ever all them that 
are ſanctiied x. From the Faith and 
Worſhip I proceed, 
Thirdly to the Communion and Sa- 
craments obſerved in our Proteſtant, and 
performed and eee in their Po- 
piſh Churches. 
The Sacraments of the Chriſtian 
| Church, as they are inſtituted by God, 
ordained by Chriſt, and duly folemnized 
in our Proteſtant Aſſemblies are the re- 
gular Means and Inftruments to make 
us good Men, and ſound Chriſtans, are 
the known gradual Steps to bring us up in 
the Nurture and Admenttion of the Lord; 
wherehy we may go from Strength to 
Strength, and arrive at the Meaſure of 
the Stature of the Fulnefs of Chriſt T. 
Theſe (as obſerved in our Proteſtant 
Communion) are two only generally ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, which are Baptiſm 
and the Lord's Supper. 
Theſe ve affirm (and are always rea- 
dy to prove) to contain every Ingredient, 
and all requifite Qualifications, which 
Hcb. x. 14, | Epheſ. vi. 4. 1 Bid. iv. 13. 
effe- 


1 60] 
effectually conſtitute a proper Sacra- 
1 25 | 

The Church of Rome, beſides ihe 
eſtabliſhed two, introduces ive additional 
Sacraments; which tho” ſuppoſed, to be 
pious Inſtitutions and ordinary. Means 
of Grace, yet want ſome eſſentials which 
are indiſpenſably neceſſary to true Sa- 
craments. 

For tho' Confirmation, Orders, Matri- 
mony, Penance and extreme Unction, 
may in a looſe general Senſe, and larger 
Acceptation be accounted holy and ſpiri- 
tual Myſteries; tho“ by external Signs 
they may convey ſome Reſemblances of 
inward Grace, yet are thzy not of that 
Conſequence, as to conſtitute us Mem- 
bers, or confirm and ſeal to us all the 
Benefits and Privileges of Chriſtian 
Communion. © 

Nay, theſe adopted Inſtitutions are in- 
ſufficient of themſelves to qualiſy us for 
Heaven, and therefore can never be ge- 
nerally neceffary to everlaſting Salva- 
tion. | 

But if we carefully examine the t two, 
wherein both of us agree, we ſhall find 

1 50 "them 
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1 62 
chem ſo diſguiſed and adulterated in 
the Roman Church, that we cannot well 
difcern the proper Features, or diſtin- 
guiſh them as the true and genuine Off- 
{prings of Chriſtianity, 
The Sacrament of Baptiſm, as inſti- 
tuted and adminiſtred in our Proteſtant 
Churches, is not only a neceſſary and 


profitable Duty, but a very decent Ordi- 


nance, and commendable Ceremony. 
The Matter whereof it conſiſts is both 
_ cleanfing and purifying, and moſt ſigni- 
| ficative and embſematical. The aut- 

ward and viſible Sign repreſents an in- 

ward and ſpiritual Grace, imports & 

Death wunto Sin, and a new Birth unto 
Righteouſneſs, and every Way conduces 
to the Renovation of our Natures, and 
the Regeneration of our Bodies and 
Souls. 

The Office of Baptiſm in the Ro- 
man Church applies the ſame Element, 
implies the ſame Grace, and ought to 
produce the fame ſalutary Ends. 

But as the many ſuperfluous Cere- 
monies, the various Anointings and 

croſlngs and other ridiculous Appenda- 
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. 
ges preſcribed and practiſed in that 
Communion render it a tedious and the- 
atrical Performance: ' So the Intention 
of the Prieſt, on which its whole Effica- 
cy is acknowledged to depend, renders 
it very uncertain and e in its 


* and Benefit. D 


But the principal Prresdland C ering. 
tions, apd what I ſhall more particu- 
larly and copiouſly inſiſt on, are the va- 
rious Innovations and Abuſes preſcribed 
and impoſed, practiſed and defended 
in the Communion oy the _ and 
Blood f, Chriſt. 

The Inſtitution of the Lord- 5 Sapper 
is obſerved by Proteſtants as a comme- 
morative Sacrifice conveying to them an 


inward and lively Idea of the Death 


and Sufferings of Chriſt, and the conſe- 
quent Benefits to all, who receive, at 
ay apply them. 

The Bread and Wine are „ Bibles of 
the Body and Blood of Chrift, which 
are truly and ſpiritaally eommunicated 
to the faithful in this Holy Banquet, 
2 * and refreſh their Souls as 

really 


163 


really and effectually, as thoſe uſual Ele- 
ments ſuſtain and revive their Bodies. 
The holy Sacrament thus adminiſtred 
is decent in itſelf, pious in it's Uſe, and 
ad vantagous in its Confaquenors. 
But the Belicf of a true proper and 
propitiatory Sacrifice for the Living and 
the Dead; The abſurd Lutheran Opi- 
nion of Chriſt's Body and Blood conſubs 
ſtantially united to the Bread and Wine 
in the Sacrament; or, what I ſhall more 
particularly enlarge on, that moſt mon- 
ſtrous contradictory. Popiſb Doctrine of 
the Bread and Wine tranſubſtantiated 
into the Body and Blood of Chriſt, are 
Notions nnd to Revelation, Rea- 
ſon, and fenfible Demonſtration, as 
well as the primitive Rules of Chriſtia- 
nity, and common Dictates of Hama- 
nitz, 8nd 
Scripture literally taken, ad too ri- 
gidly interpreted in ſome particular 
Paſſages miy ſeem to imply or admit 
ſome favourable Conceptions of, but im- 
partially conſidere d and rightly under- 
ſtood, oppoſe and deſtroy one of the 
2 moſt 
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moſt favourite Doctrines of the Church 
of Rome, that of Tranſubſtantiation. 


This is my Body and. this is my 


Bleed naturally incline and diſpoſe every 


conſiderate Perſon, to a gane 


Senſe. 


For how could our bleed Saviour at 
the Time of Inſtitution, and after Con- 


ſecration of the Bread and Wine, give 


himſelf to his Diſciples, and even to 


Himſelf, without the greateſt Impropri- 


and groſſeſt Abſurdit ) 
"Could bis Fleſh be meat indeed, ond 


4 Lis Blood drink indeed When the one 
cleaved to his Bones, and the other 
| 8 in his Veins? 


Nay. if thoſe Elements of Wield and 
Wine which his Diſciples ſaw, handled, 
and taſted in the Preſencè of their Ma- 
ſter, could poſſibly be conceived or miſ- 


repreſented by them to be the real Fleſh 
and blood of him Who was the Offerer, 
they who in many other Inſtances were 


over curious and captious might reaſona- 


bly and juſtly be allowed to expoſtulate 
OW nnn be? 1 
r 


[ 65 ] 
But there remained no doubts or 
ſcruples with them of the material Sub- 
| ſtance of thoſe Elements, or the leaſt 
Variation of their Natures after Conſe- 
cC.ration; they perceived them liable tothe 
ſame Accidents and Decays, and to have 
the ſame periſhing qualities with other 
frail Subſiſtencies. 
Hence every ſound Believer may in 
5 reſpect to preſent and future as well as 
former Ages alledge. How can it be 
thought either credible or poſſible, that 
that Fleſh and Blood of Chrift which on 
Earth /aw 75 Corruptic, could in the 
groſſeſt Senſe admit of it, when aſcended 
into Heaven? 
Beſides natural Reaſon and general 
Obſervation evince and prove, that one 
and the ſame Body cannot imply vari- 
| ety of Bodies, nor be at the fame Time 
| convey'd to an innumerable Variety of 
* Perſons, and Places. 

If then the Elements of Bread and 
Wine previous to Conſecration are in 
Matter, Form and Accidents apparently 
the ſame, it cannot reaſonably be ſup- 
on that the At and Ceremony of 


— = . — Se een T 
8 * FE —— f —_— 


: 
[| 
je 
448 
h 


Con- 


= 
i; 
a 


FF ESO 
o . 2 — — 5 3 

* I * — b 

4 N r W 2 


[66] 
Conſecration alone can invert and de- 
ſtroy their uſual Natures «nd Effects, 
much leſs tranſpoſe and change chem 
into the Body and Blood together with 


the Soul and AND of our Lord has 
Chriſt. 


We may ſooner endet to nate 
the moſt contrary Qualities, Fire with 


Water, Light with Backneſs, and Order 


with Confuſion, than to convert finite 
Bodies into infinite Subſtances, and 
make a God of that, which is received, 
conſumed, and digeſted by Man. 
But that the Bread and Wine in the 
Euchariſt are tranſubſtantiated into the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt is the avow- 
ed Faith and Principle of the Church 


of Rome, which not only their Creeds 


and Councils, but the known Practices 
of the preſent and the authorized Opi- 
hions of latter Ages and Centuries con- 
cur to teſtify. 

Vet in whatever Senſe they! may "0 
vour or admit ſuch a prepoſterous No- 
tion, or contradictory Doctrine, we can- 
not reconcile it either to our Jes, ; 
or Faith. 4 

For 


[ 674]. 

For to conceive in our Minds, and 
repreſent before our Eyes that bodily: 
Subſtance of Chriſt really offered in 
the Euchariſt, Which ſor ſo many Ages 
paſt was formed-and iubatred in Life; 
to recrucify and impiouſly devour with 
our Mouths that individual” Fleſh, 

Which was onee preſented as an im- 
macul:te and propitiatory Sacrifice on 
the Croſs; to expoſe and proſtitute the 
Divine Majeſty. refiding in Heaven in 
every Corner of our Streets, to every 
idle Spectator, nay, to a promiſcuous 
Multitude both of Believers and Infdels, 
are very aſtoniſhing Conſiderations and 
thocking Reflections to ſerious and 
well diſpoſed Minds, and every Way 
unbecoming the Piety, Purity and "Dig 
nity of the Chriſtian Religion. 

In vain therefore do thoſe: of the 
Romiſßi Communion object and urge, 
that the Myſtery of the Holy Trinity 
is equally repugnant to the Principles 
of Reaſon, and contrary to ſcund Faith, 
as tho Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, 
fince we preſume not hereby to Plead 
lor an Union of three Gods in one 


identical 


[68] 


identical Eſſence, but only contend for 
a Trinity of Perſons in the Unity of the 
God-head, which we allow to be above 
but not againſt Reaſon, which in no Re- 
ſpect contradicts our rational Faculties, 

but only tranſcends them. 
I may add farther, that not only Re- 

ligion and Reaſon, but ſenſible Demon- 
{trations ultra and overthrow the 


5 Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. 


For when we appeal to our Senſes 
what thoſe Elements are which we 
taſte, ſee, and handle, we muſt allow 
them, as Well ſubſequent as previous to 
Conſecration, in their natural Subſtance 
to be Bread and Wine, tho' as appre- 
hended by Faith and ſpiritually received, 
they admit of an holy and ſpiritual Al- 
AL Copy and have all the vertual Effi- 
cacy of the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 

Whatever therefore may be the con- 
ceived Difference to thoſe, who diſcern 
Things only thro' the Eye of Faith, yet 
by the Eye of natural Senſe and general 
Acceptation we behoid the ſame Form, 
and allow of no real Alteration in Sub⸗ 


Nance. 
"I 


| 1 
Tis an eſtabl iſned Rule, that where 
our Senſes are competent Judges, we 
may very ſafely aud entirely depend 
upon them, and no Mathematical De- 
menten can be more apparent than 
the Conviction we may receive of the 
Reality of thoſe Facts, which our 
ſenlible Faculties convey to us. | 
From the Beginning of the World 
the Teſtimony of Senſe is a Standard of 
Truth, which all Ages and Nations 
have never failed to urge or appeal to, 
and which will never ceaſe to be a 
gocd Evidence, till we ceaſe to be. 
The true or falſe Lights we have of 
all ſpeculative Hiſtorical or Moral 
Knowledge, nay, the facred Oracles 
we have Wo to for the Proof of | 
any Doctrine, rely on the right or 
wrong Uſe of our Senſes, which enable 
us to read, and by Application and good. 
Fu udgment to underſtand and diſtinguiſh: 
every Truth from Error, every Good 
from Evil. f | 
Even Cbriſtianity tſeif owed its 
Riſe, Progreſs and Mirz Suc- 


cels to the Power and Eticacy of Mi- 
racles, 


[1] 
racles, and we know that all Miracles 
have their Force and Weight: from the 
Uſe of our Senſes. 
To apply | briefly. this Rule: to our 
preſent Purpoſe. — If the conſecrated 
Bread and Wine, are in <ubitance the 
ſame, and apparently obvious to the 
Eyes of every Beholder; 
If the Converſion of theſe Ylemenn 
into the real Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
is not only contradictory to Faith and 
Reaſon but true ſenſible Demonſtration, 
whatever Arguments may be uſed, or 
peremptory Commands urged, to in- 
cline or force an Aſſent to the erroneous 
Belief of this latter, all Proteſtant 
Members are fully perſuaded of, and 
inviolably adhere to the Truth of the 
former; and hence, all ſuperior and 
inferior Miniſters of our truly re formed 
Religion may in this moſt Orthodox 
Senſe of the Words triumphantly ſay, 
ſo due preach, and ſo we beheve, and or- 
dain the laudable Ue of it in all cur 
Churches. . 
But if we proceed from the Evidence | 


of Faith, Reaſon, and Senle, to truc 
Primitive 


— 
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Primitive Practice, I may very ſafely 
affirm, that were all the Principles and 
Practices relating to this important Ar- 
ticle of Faith, as profeſs'd by Proteſtants 
and enjoined by Papiſts, duly examined 
and impartially compired with the 
Primitive Rules of | Chriſtianity, we 
might apparently diſcern a ſtrict Con- 
formity in the one, and too manifeſtly 
_ diſcover a great Repugnancy in the 
other. 

Kno unto all Men, who will take 
the Pains to ſearch into thoſe authen- 


tick Records of Divinity the Canonical 
Scriptures, and to all ſuch (more eſpe⸗ 
cially as are duly qualified to under- 
ſtand them in their original Languages) 
are the Principles and Practices of the 


Primitive Chriſtians in evety funda- 


mental Article of the true Catholick 


Faith. 
And as to that which Concerns our 


preſent Subject, 'tis notorious to all, 
who are the leaſt converſant with theit 


Writings, that the Primitive Fathers 
poſitively aſſert, and ſolidly prove, that 
the true Subſtance both of Bread and 
Wine 
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Wine remains entire after Conſecra- 
tion, and thoſe Elements are nothing 
more than ſignificant Symbols, Figures, 

and Repreſentations of Chriſt's Body 
and Blood. 

Sundry Doctrines and Uſages in the 
Ancient Church demonſtrably ſhew 
that the Primitive Chriſtians were far 
from entertaining any favourable Opi- 
nion of, or the leaſt Approaches to the 
Belief of Tranſubſtantiation, as impoſed 
formerly in the Council of T rent, and 
enjoyned and eſtabliſhed in the preſent 
Roman Church. 

Nay the primitive 3 and Eu- 
chariſtical Prayers in the old Saxon Ro- 
man Church widely differed from that 
now profeſſed and practiſed in the pre- 
ſent Church of Rome in ſundry Points 
relating to this moſt erroneous Doc- 
trine. 

And tho' there are ſundry Inſtances 
of Men eminent in their Profeſſion, 
and deſervedly diſtinguiſhed both for 
their Knowledge and Zeal, who have 
not only entertained Scruples and openly 
declared their ſpecifick Reaſons and 

ObjeCtions 
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Objections to the Belief of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, nay ſome who lived and died in 
the Remiſh Communion with Proteſta- 
tions againſt it, yet this is a Point and 
Privilege of ſuch important Conſe- 
quence, and whereon not only the 
Power and Authority but the Welfare 
and very Being of their Religion in fo 
great a Meaſure depend, that to give 
up this fundamental Doctrine and eſta- 
bliſhed Article of their Faith would be 
in the Judgments of their principal and 
moſt biggotted Zealots to demoiith the 
whole. 

All I ſhall add is, that this pernicious 
Doctrine i is not only repugnant to the 
primitive Rules of Chriſtianity, but de- 
ſtructive of all the Laws even of com- 
mon Humanity. 

For good Nature and Candour, Ci- 
vility and Generoſity are the Qualities 
which ſeparate the Man from the Brute, 
and next to the outward Figure and vi- 
ſible Form diſtinguith truly rational 
from irrational Creatures. 

The good Manners of the . 
man _ real accompliſhments of the 
0 Chri- 
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Chriſtian are too, apparent to be con- 
cCeal'd in every Scene of Action, in e- 
very Character of Life. al 

| Nay true Religion conſiſts in a pious 
Zeal for God, and good Affections to 
our fellow Brethren, which two uni- 
ted Qualifications comprehend the Sum 
and Subſtance. of our Duty; Love, be- 
ing (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it) he 
Fulfilling the «hole Law, 
That Religion therefore which pre- 
ſcribes the moſt charitable Diſpaſitons, 
and moſt merciful Actions is deſervedly 
the beſt, and that which enjoyns the 
contrary Principles and Practices is moſt 
certainly the worſt. Ss 

Eut without entering into other Par- 
ticulars, I ſhall confine myſelf to,. 

This Doctrine of the holy Sicrament 
which all true Proteſtants conceive to 
he a commemorative Sacrifice, expreſ- 

five of the moſt ſolemn and profound 
Neverence to God, and e to 
Mankind. 

But the Notion which! the Church 
of Rome entertains and aflerts of a real, 
proper and propitiatory Sacrifice in the 

1 6: Macs 


T1989] 
Maſs is no ſooner apprehended by fin- 


cere and ſerious Chriſtians than 1 it muſt 
be abhorred. 


The groſs literal Interpretation of eat 
ing the Fleſh and drinking the Blood of 


our bleſſed Saviour in the Euchariſt, im- 
plies ſo much Cruelty and Inhumanity in 
it, that it ſhocks our very Natures, and 
ſtrikes an Horror into all the Members 
of our Bodies, as well as Faculties of our 


Minds to conceive, or contribute to ſo 
barbarous an Act. „ 


We ſhould hereby be accounted more 


cruel and inhiumane, than thoſe ſavage 
Heathens, who offered up their Sons and 


Dau gbters unto Devils ; we ſhould be 
worſe than Cannibals to feed on ſuch. 


unnatural Food, and (to comprehend 


all in a Word) molt 4 impious to devour | 


the God we adore. 
This Doctrine of Tranſdbbbſtamiation 
introduced and gave Occaſion to ano- 
ther dangerous Innovation, the Com- 
munion in one Kind. 


For the Church of Rome could not 


ſo fairly and plauſibly deny their Laity 
the Cup, but upon a pretended Sup- 


„„ poſition 
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1 
poſition that the Blood Was s incorpora- 
ted with the Fleſh. 

However fince every Error is to bear 
* proper Burthen I ſhall here altoge- 

ther omit any further Charge againſt 
that, which is already overladen, and too 
deeply ſunk with its own very ponde- 
rous Weight ; and endeavour to ex- 
poſe both the Sin and Danger of com- 
municating only in one Kind (as no- 
impoſed in tkʒe Church of Rome) by 
proving it to be contradictory to the In- 
fitution of Chrift, derogatory to the 
Dignity of the holy Sacrament, and de- 
trimental to the ſpiritual Welfare of 
Communicants. 

The Words of St. Matthiw, _ -B 
Mark, St. ELufe and St. Paul unite all 
in requiring the Communion in both 
Kinds, Nay wiſely foreſeeing the Er- 
rors of future Times, they are more ex- 
prefſive in Relation to the Wine than to 
the Bread. 

Two of them directly and in 
the expreſs Words of our Lord, drinꝶ 
ye all of this, and Obedience there- 
to _w all drank * 155 and the others 


urge, 


T7) 

urge, from the ſame Authority, #his Cup 
is the new Teſtament in my Bleod, this 
40 ye as oft as ye drink it in Remem- 

brance of me. All which demonſtrably 
prove that the Laity cannot without 
the higheſt Injuſtice he denied or de- 
prived of this Cup of Bleſſing. 
To argue that the Cup was ordained 
and calculated only for Prieſts, that 
the all mentioned by the Evangeliſts, 
were the Apoſtles of Chriſt, and that 
this Privilege was deſigned to extend no 
farther than to that ſacred Order, muſt 
betray either groſs Ignorance, or very 
great Weakneſs. RS 

For the very Reaſon our Saviour 
_ urges why all ſhould drink is thus em- 
phatically expreſſed, This ig my Blood: of 
the new Teſtament, which ts {red fer ma- 
ny for the Remiſſion Sins. 

If therefore Chriſt died 57 all, and 
his Propitiation extended to the Sins of 
the whole World, ſurely the Means, 
upon which the Promiſe is Sumfeck, 
and through which the Bleſſing is con- 
. muſt me uſed by all. 

G 3 „ 


_— 
Tis not for us to diſpute either the 
Wiſdom, or Power of God, what he 
reaſonably might, or poſſibly could, but 
thankfully adore his Goodneſs for what 
he has actually done. 

And fince He, who could have 
appropriated the whole Virtue and 
Efficacy to the Reception of either 
Kind, has been pleaſed to appoint both, 
tis our Duty to obey, and with all 
Reverence and Gratitude communicate 
in both.  # 

We lay. no Streſs on Forms, or 
Geſtures, circumſtantially relating to 
this Inſtitution, which might be expe- 
dient and neceflary in our Saviour's 
Time, but are neither proper, nor pon 
cticable now. 

The two effential Parts of the Duty 
we contend for, are reverently earmg 
the Bread, and dri nking the Wine in 
Remembrance of: Chriſte i 4? 

Theſe are fundamental Acts, at all 
Times neceſſary, and which no plauſi- 
ble Pretences can excuſe, nor real Oc- 
caſions juſtify the Omiſſion of. * 
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But the more effectually to recom- 
mend, eſtabliſh, and enforce Commu- 
nion in both Kinds, - — I ſhall fartner 
ſhew that, 

To communicate in Part, is not cindy 
contrary. to the Inſtitution itſelf, but 
detracts and derogates from the Dignity 
of the Holy Sacrament. 

As tis a general Diſcredit and Re- 
proach to perform any Thing by 
Halves; ſo to incur this Diſgrace and 
Guilt in the moſt ſolemn Act of Re- 
gion, and in the moſt venerable Or- 
dinance, is a complicated Offence. 

We have hitherto proved, that Com- 
munion in one K ind, is neither foun- 
ded on Scripture, nor ſupported by 
| Reaſon, and were there Occaſion to 
have Recourſe to the moſt ancient Li- 
turgies, or beſt Primitive Traditions, 
we might perceive the whole Stream of 
them to oppoſe ſo abſurd an Innova- 

tion, ſo injurious a Notion. 
The Council of Conſtance was nei- 
ther aſhamed nor afraid to own this 
laudable Practice, but expreſly and ſo- 
IP declared, that Chriſt inſtituted 
the 
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the Bieſſed Sacrament, and adminiſtred 


it to his Diſciples under both Kinds, 


and. that the Faithful received it auger, 


both Kinds in the Primitive Church. 


And it muſt be a great Preſumption 
in the Church of, Rome, to derogate 
from the Dignity, to divide or debaſe 
the, Glory of ſo excellent an Inſtitu- 
tion, and ſacrilegiouſly rob the Laity of 
ſo valuable a Privilege. 


It muſt doubtleſs be allowed. that 
the original View of the Romr/b Clergy 


was to exalt and aggrandize their eccle- 


ſiaſtical Hierarchy, and by a real and 


unjuſt Depreſſion of the Laity to ad- 


vance the uſurped Chin of the Mint- 


ſterial Dignity. 


But God, who ſces not as Man fees, 
will debaſe thoſe who preſume to alter, 
divide, and mangle his appointed Or- 
dinances, and in his own due Time, 
confound and ſcatter all ſuch conceited 


Projectors, either in the Imaginations 


of their Hearts, or the Execution of 


their Deſigns. 


But | bleſſed be Ged 'tis no proteſtant 


Principle to eek 2 Honour, which 
f ariſes 


ber 
ariſes from ſuch baſe and i injurious Me- 
thods; we envy not our Laity any ſa- 
cramental Privilege, or truly ſpiritual 
Property; nay we w!/h all the Lord's 
People were Prophets in every thing that 


may conduce to Chriſtian Liberty or 4 
Glory. 9 

All I ſhall farther add is, that Com- 0 
munion in one Kind only is detrimen- \ 
tal to the ſpiritual Welfare of Chriſtian * 
Communicants. 

For if God has expreſly commanded | 


a2 a Duty, preſcribed proper Means, pro- i 
poſed a due Manner, and annex'd Bleſ- 
ſings and Privileges to it, when thus ob- 
ſerved and obeyed, if we vainly follow 
the Imaginations of our own Hearts, | 
vary from this Duty, or perform it by 
Hlalves, how can we hope for any Com- 
pletion of the promiſed Bleſſings, if 
we fail to comply with the Conditions 
propoſed, or expect the Performance on 
God's Part, when we are ſo wilfully 
defiiedt"on ours. As Grace and Blei- j 
ſings, Advantages and Comforts attend | 
and accompany the regular Uſe of 
Chriſt's Ordinances in general: So are 


they 
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they more eſpecially conſequent on the 
due Celebration of the holy: Eucha- 
riſt. 

But if we partially conform, comply 
with one Branch of the Inſtitution, and 
een the other, how can we hope to be 

partakers of the Benefits ariſing from 
the Whole. ? 

Let not us therefore * and ſepa- , 

rate thaſe Elements, which Chriſt con- 
ſecrated and eee to unite in Uſe, 
nay what God hath fixed and bound by 
Ges a neceſſary and advantageous Con- 
nexion, let not Man Fan to cut a- 
under. 

This was our S s laſt and moſt 
valuable Legacy, which he graciouſly 
bequeathed to his ſurviving Followers. 
and Friends, which he recommended in 
his Life, and ſealed at his Death with his 
own moſt precious Blood, which 'tis 
moſt barbarous and unchriſtian to de- 
prive any Member of, and which if ſe- 
riouſly, uniformly, and conſtantly ap- 
plied, will both comfort us here, and 

abide with us for ever, muriſhing our 
Souls to eVeriali Ng Life 
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Having enlarged on ſundry funda- 
mental Doctrines relating to Faith, 
Worſhip, and Communion, and diſco- 
vered the various Errors and Corrup- 
tions of the Church of Rome 1 in each 
I proceed no-. 

To ſome of their political Dockrines, | 
which we altogether condemn in Tudg- 
ment, and oppoſe in Practice, which 
more eſpecially and immediately affect 
| Meaſures of State, and concerns of civil 
Authority, and which J might eafily 
produce a great Variety of, but ſhall 
_ confine myſelf at preſent to four very 
pernicious Tenets, and dangerous Pofi- 
tions maintained in the Church of Rome 
of depoſing Princes, deceiving Prote- 
ſtants, deftro; yingHereticks and ſubvert- 
ing all regular, and orderly Diſcipline. 

As to the firſt of theſe, the Doctrne 
approved and juſtified by the Church 
of Rome, of depoſing Prices I ſhall 
here obſerve and ſhew, that Subjection 
to the Higher Powers, is the expreſs 
Doctrine of Scripture, and both the 
Principle and Practice of every civilized 


and orderly Society. 
Our 
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Our Conſtitution in Church and 


State (as it really deſerves) ſo it may 
reaſonably expect a due Deference to 


its Laws, and Submiſſion to its Au- 
thority. 
We are obliged and bound by the 


united Ties of Duty, Conſcience, Gra- 
titude and Intereſt to obey a Proteſtant 
King, and ſupport a Proteſtant Govern- 


ment; and therefore every Attempt, 


every Inſinuation that tends introduce 
Faction, or foment Rebellion, is by tru- 


ly Proteſtant Subjects entirely diſcoun- 


. tenanced, and juſtly abhorred. 


But how contrary a Principle is en- 


tertained and encouraged by the deter- 


minate Councils of Popiſh Eccleſia- 


| ſticks, who are net afraid to ſpeak Evil 
of Dignities * to expoſe the Perſons, 
cenſure the Actions, and even degrade 
the higher Powers of their ſup. eme 


Authority and Dominion, if they op- 
poſe or interfere with their Catholick 


 Decrees. 


Hiſtory might furniſh us with a great 


Variety of Inſtances, to ſupport the 


* Jude.v, 8 


102 


[ 83] 
Truth of what is too well known to 
need any particular Proof ? 

And common Experience ſhews, that 
many Princes and Potentates have felt 
the Effects of {piritual Revenge, and 
Papal Tyranny. 

Allowing then the Certainty of 
theſe Facts, we may fairly argue what 
Foundation is there either from Scrip- 
ture or Reaſon to juſtify ſuch Practi- 
ces? 

Do the Scriptures allow to the high- 
eſt ſpiritual Powers any temporal Ju- 
riſdiction, or authoriſe them to break 
in upon the Boundaries and Laws of 
any civil Eſtabliſhment ? Did not our 
Saviour expreſly declare my Kingdom 13 
wot of this World *; did his Diſciples 
and Followers affect temporal Domi- 
nion, or deſire to lord it over thoſe Ru- 
lers or Emperors, who then governed 
the World? | 

Does not the Nature and Reaſon 
of the Thing, as well as the Experi- 
_ ence of all Ages demonſtrably ſhew, 
that where two diſtin& Powers obſerve 


* John xviii. 36. | 
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86 
their proper Bounds, and prudentially 
act in their reſpective Sphere, that Re- 
gularity and Harmony, Concord and 
Unanimity will every where abound? 
And can we in Reaſon ſuppoſe that 
when theſe interfere, and the one raſh- 
1y attempts to ſwallow up the other, 
but that the natural Conſequences will 


immediately follow Confuſion, Strife 


and every evil Work? 


Tho' 'twas improperly urged by te 
Sens of Korah ye take too much upon you 
ye Sons of Levi *, when they acted 
only in their proper Province, and by a 
divine Commiſſion. 

Let this Charge may very juſtly be 
levelled at thoſe, who take upon them- 
ſelves to depoſe Princes, to ſubdue 
Kingdoms and arbitrarily exempt Sub- 
jects from their due Allegiance. 

And therefore that Church which 
aſſumes ſuch extravagant Powers, exer- 
ciſes its Authority in fo violent a Man- 
ner, and to promote only the Ends of 
Faction and Rebellion, can bear no Re- 
ſemblance to that Church conſtituted 


* Numb xvi. 3, | 


87 1 
and eſtabliſhed by Chriſt and his Apo- 
>,2 ſtles, which recommends Peace on 
Barth, and good Will towards Men. 
From this unauthorized Doctrine of 
depoling Princes. I proceed 
Secondly to that which is equally 
contended for in the Church of Rome, 
that of deceiving Proteſtants. Faith 
and Truſt are the ſtrong Bonds and 
Ligaments, which cement and unite 
every civil Society, and keep all things in 
a decent Order, ard regular Harmony. 
Divine and human Laws indiſpenſa- 
| bly require the due Obſervance of theſe, 
without which, we ſhould be altogether 
unable to act with Certainty, to traf- 
fick with Safety, or to live with Com- 
fort, 
If, by way of Contraſt, we reflect on 
_ thoſe odious ill Qualities, Deceit and 
Fraud, they are defervedly condemned 
by the expreſs Sanctions of Scripture, and 
the known Maxims of Reaſon, are de- 
_ teſtable in the Eye of the World, and 
dilplcating; to a molt holy and righte- 


ous God, 
H 2 If 


196 
If they who ſpeak the Truth from 


their Ws and uſe no Deceit in their 


Tongues * are Perſons acceptable to 


God, and duly qualified for Heaven, 


they who live 4 act in Oppoſition to, 
and Defiance of theſe are ſure to incur 


the divine Diſpleaſare as well here, as 
hereafter 

' Promiſes and Oaths are the ſtrongeſt 
Engagements and beſt Securities we can 
have to preſerve private Contracts or 
ſupport national Faith, and they muſt 
be always ſtigmatized as the moſt re- 
probate and abandoned, who can burſt 
aſunder ſuch Bonds, as are not caſily 
broken, 

When therefore we ſaſpect any of 
ſuch infamous Characters, we ſhould 
be exceeding cautious how we believe, 
or how far we truſt them. 

And if in civil Tranſactions the 


Guilt of Perfidiouſneſs is great, and the 


Admonition to avoid it juſt ; in ſpiri- 
tual and religious Concerns, F. aith is ge- 
nerally accounted more ſerious and ſi- 


cred, and ſhould be inviolably preſerved. 


* Pſalm xv. 2. 
But 
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But how contrary is this true and 
juſt Notion of Faith to thoſe political 
Decrees and Maxims of the Church of 
Rome, which deny to their Proteſtant 
Brethren (whom they miſcal Hereticks) 
any Right to Truth, but juſtify all the 
Frauds and artful Devices which Pop:/b 
Malice can invent, or PopiſhIntereſt ſhall 
direct. 
Whereas tis an Apoſtolical Rule, 
owe no Man any Thing, but to love one 
another*, Tis a prevailing Maxim with 
Jeſuitical Caſuiſts, owe no Proteſtant 
Love or Truth, when the ſafety and wel- 
fare of the Church of Rome direct, and e- 
quire you to diſpenſe with either. 

But ſurely that Religion, which obli- 
ges Men to cancel any moral Duties, 
that allows of Equivocation and mental 
Reſervation, by no Means ſavours of 
the Things that be of God, cannot be the 
Plant, which our heaventy Father hath 
planted +, nor can bear any Reſem- 
blance to the Goſpel of Chriſt, which 
is the Way, the Truth and the Lie 4, 


Rom. xiii. 8. + Math. xv. 13. f John xiv 6. 
= or 


190 
er to the divine Author of it, who is 
Truth itſelf |, and 47th whom is 1 
Curle, 

If then we are commanded by the A- 
poſtle to try the Spirits, which of them 
are of God, fince many falſe Prophets are 
come into the Werld +, we muſt diſtin» 
guiſh that which bears always the 
ſtricteſt Regard to Veracity, and will 
not allow of. any. Variance or Deviation 
from it, to be: that ſaving Truth, which 
is of God, and the ſound Faith. | 

We need not. have. Recourſe to. fo- 
reign Countries, or the ſundry lamen- 
table Inſtances, we might alledge, and 

produce from France, Holy, and Bohemia, 
to convict the Romani ſis of many Pre- 
yarications, as well as direct Breaches of 
the moſt ſolemn Vows, deliberate Pro- 
miſes, and nationally atteſted Faith; our 
own Nation, our Eugliſb Hiſtory, and 
even the Memories of ſome may ſup- 
ply us with various Teſtimonies of this 
kind, too well atteſted to be diſowned, 
0 freſh to be forgotten. 


Jahn. i. 4. 4 John iv. 1. 
OED "The: 
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The ſhort, but very calamitons Reign 
of Queen Mary is ſufficient not only to 
affect the Hearts, but to make the very 
Ears of every one, that hears it to tin- 

le. : | 8 5 

Thoſe folemn Proteſtations made to 
the Nation in general, and, to the So 

Men in particular, who were great In- 
ſtruments of facilitating her Advance- 

ment to the Throne, and what were 

too well known, and too ſenfibly felt 
the haſty Steps, ſhe took to the Viola- 
tion of them are ſuch infamous and 
indelible Blots on her Character and 

Memory,as will ſcarce ever be altoge- 

ther eraſed, and upon no other Princi- 

ple can be accounted for, but that au- 
thorized by her Religion, there is no 

Faith to be kept with Hereticks. 

To invigorate her Faith, and animate 
her Zeal no Applications to Saints, An- 
gels, or the bleſſed Virgin of her Name 
were wanting to recommend to- endear 
and ſanctify every Thing the deſign'd, 
or did to the Advancement of her Re- 
ligion; no Abſolutions were ſpared to 
eaſe her Mind, when ſhe forced the 


natural. 


f WB 
r 2 SI OT 


ol - 
natural Diſpoſition of her Temper, and 


was hurried into Facts, which Reaſon, 
Conſcience, and Virtue might ſtart at. 


Nay, the Benedictions of the Pope 
himſelf were often ſecretly and pub- 


lickly conveyed to approve and conſe- 


crate every Act, or Undertaking of this 


devoted Catholick Daughter. 


Theſe were the Means uſed to take 


off thoſe Scruples, which might diſturb 


her Thoughts for the Violation of her 
Word, and repeated Breach of her Pro- 
miles. 

If we deſcend lower into the un- 
happy Reign of King James the Second, 
we ſhall find that bigotted Prince fo 
ſtrictly tenacious of all the Rights and 


Privileges of Popery, that no Affection 


to his good Subjects, or, Regard for his 
8 could divorce him from 
them, but every moral Obligation, his 


Honour, Word, and Promiſe, were = 


facrificed to their Intereſts : What 
folemn Aſſurances did he give to the 


Publick in Parliament, and his loyaleſt 


Subjects in private, that the eſtabliſhed 
Religion af the Nation, and the Liber- 


ty 


. 5 5 
ty and Property of every individua 
Perſon ſhould be inviolably preſerved? 
yet how ſoon did he introduce Innova- 
tions in the one, and openly attacked, 
or undermined the ſtrong Barriers of 
the other? 55 a 
To which End Court Miniſters were 
cloſetted, Judges corrupted, Uutiveriities 
purged, and Biſhops confined: Nay, 
every avowed Effort and Attempt was 
made to weaken, or ſubvert our moſt 
happy Conſtitution in Church and 
State, a | 
But when Divine Providence inter- 
poſed, and ſcemed. diſpleaſed with a 
Work which was ſupported and car- 
ried on, with ſo much Perfidy and 
Fraud, and the Succeſs proved anſwer- 
able to the Weakneſs and Wickedneſs 
of the Attempt ; when his Apprehen- 
ſions and Suſpicions increaſed from the 
Conduct both of his Military and Naval 
Officers, who were all averſe to his in- 
tended Repeal of the Penal Laws, and 
Teſt, when his Fears grew fo ſtrong, that 
the entire Loſs of the whole Kingdom 
ſeemed the unavoidable Conſequence of 


his. 
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his perſevering in ſuch impolitick and 
Popiſh Meaſures, he was deſirous to 
relax and abate his former Rigour, and 
ſhewed at leaſt ſome outward: Piſpoſi- 
tion and Inclination to relent ; nay, in 
Conſequence hereof he ſummoned the 
Biſhops, aſked and liſtened to their 
Advice, offered freſh Promiſes and Aſ- 
ſurances for the Security of their re- 
pious and civil Intereſts, and (as 
Pledges and Proofs of his Sincerity and 
Veracity) conſented to ſome popular 
Acts of Favour and Indulgence to Pro- 
teſta :s; but by the Perſazfians of his 
Prieſt, BY: fone Appearances of Suc- 
ceſs, tk: flarted ade from his Promiſes 
like a broken Bow. 

Nay, tho' theſe were repeated, re- 
vived, and renewed, yet every fa- 
vourable Occurrence fo varied his Sen- 
timents and ſtaggered his Reſolutions, 
that his moſt ſolemn Declarations were 
too juſtly reſembled to the precipitate 
Prayers of Mariners in a Storm, whoſe 
Danger and Devotion both ceaſe to- 


gether. | 
e 1 


[95] 


Tf from ſundry Inſtances, in former, 
and theſe two ſo very remarkable, in 


our later Annals, we extend ourObſerva- 
tions to what, upon ſuch Principles and 
Practices, may be expected hereafter, I 
mult. freely acknowledge, that as !! 
corrupt Tree cannot bring forth good 
Fruit; ſo no happy Conſequences can 
ariſe either to our ſpiritual or ſecular 
Intereſts, from a Religion, that tends to 
overthrow both. 

And therefore, whatever Promiſes or 
Declarations this great Troubler of our 
Nation, this confident Pretender to our 
Crown, may upon this or any other 
Occafion ſolemnly profeſs or make ; 
yet theſe Fetters, and Chains will be | 
only occaſional Bonds, 

Every Popiſh Prince (like he wild 
Demoniacł in the Goſpel) will break 

through them all; and you may as eafily 
ſtop the moſt impetuous Torrent, as 
reſiſt the Will, or reſtrain the Power of 
his bigotted Principles, and moſt arbi- 
bitrary Meaſures, 

However reproachfully or unjuſtly 
it has been objected to Prieſts, it can 
never 
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never be affirmed or proved, that Kings 
of all Religions are the ſame. _ 

For by Papal Authority, Kings * 
that Communion are allowed ſuch a 
Latitude, both in Principle and Practice, 
are authorized to trifle, and prevaricate 
with the moſt facred Promiſes and 
Oaths, are taught that the Cauſe and 
Intereſt of Popery is their primary and 
ſupreme Concern, - that natural Duties, 
_ moral V extnes are ſubſervient to 
this; nay, that all the Laws and Obliga- 
tions both of God and Man, if Wweigh- 
ed in the Balance, with the united In- 
junctions both of Pope and Council, 
will be found Wanting. 

If then, this is acknowledged to be 
the general Doctrine, and avowed Prin- 
ciple of Popery, what Hopes can we 
have that one born of Popiſh Parents, 
educated in Popiſh Principles, and ſup- 
ported by Popiſh Powers, can ever be 


any real Defender, or true Friend to our 


Conſtitution in C hack or State ? 
Whether Rome Heathen, or v0 
Chriſtian is fruitful and productive of 
the greateſt Errors, and Corruptions, 
| | 1 | may 


„ 
may be neither uſeful to know, nor eafy 
to determine; certain it is, that the Gen- 
Tiles, who knew not God, obſerved many 
moral and ſocial Vertues which Popiſh 
Confeſſors upon political Views, oblige 
their Members to tranſgreſs. 
Let thoſe then, who act upon Pro- 
teſtant Principles, who are taught to 
know God, and to do to others what they, 
expect or defire to be done to themſeFoes 
be ſincere in their Profeſſions, and faith- 
ſul in their Performances, ſerve God 
and their Country with Fidelity and 
Zeal, and pray for the long Life and 
Proſperity of a true Proteſtant P. ince 
over a Proteſtant People. A Prince 
whoſe known Character it 1s, to be a 
true Guardian and Defender of every 
Branch of Property, of every civil 
Right, and religious Liberty ; one who 
needs no ſuch Foil as a bigotted Po- 
piſh Uſurper, nor the Nation over 
which he preſides (tho God knows too 
wicked and degenerate) yet, I truſt has 
not ſo far filled up the Meaſure of their 
Hniquities, as to deſerve by Way of Ex- 
4 . change 
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change and extreme Puniſhment fo 
great a Scourge and Tormentor. 


For that under a Popiſh Governor 


and Government we mult always ex- 
pect the ſevereſt Kind of Treatment 
will very demonſtrably appear from 
thoſe Cruelties practiſed and defended 


by the Church of Rome upon that 


known Principle they maintain, 
Thirdly, that of deſtroying Hereticks. 
- As good Nature and Civility are 
very valuable Qualities, and beneficial 
to Society : So they beſt recommend 


every plous Inftitution, and are the na- 
tural Ornaments of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion. 


Mutual Affection and Benevolence, 


Unanimity and Charity are the diſtin- 


guiſhing Badges and known Characte- 
riſticks of the primitive Ages, which 
rendered them deſervedly the Objects 


both of the Surprize and Envy of all 
the Enemies of Chriſtianity. 
The fame generous Diſpoſitions and 


endearing Graces extend their kind 
Influences to ſundry Places, and in ſun- 
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dry Meaſures ſtill prevails and proſpers 
(like the true Goſp-1 Spirit) whoſe 
Scund goes forth into all the Earth, and 
its Words unto the Ends of the World 050 


enlightning and poliſhing the rudeſt and 


remoteſt Nations. 

\Wherefever therefore theſe good and 
amiable Qualities thrive, and merciful 
Acts abound, Chriſtianity flouriſhes, is 
exemplified in 1's Works, and is well 
known by its Fruits. 

But where theſe agreeable Qualities 
and uſeful Lights diſap ear, where they 
are too lightly eden and too rarely 
practiſed, nay when they are diſcoun- 


| tenanced and diſclaimed upon religious 


I Principles, what great Decay of Piety. 


what low ebb of Chriſtianity muſt na- 
turally enſue, and be the ſure and una- 
voidable Conſequences of ſuch Princi- 
ples and Practices? b 


Whether Proteſtant or Popiſh Doc- 


trines contribute moſt to raiſe and fo- 
ment this unchriſtian Spirit, we may 


fairly examine by the Principles, and 
determine by the Effects. : 
And if the one inſpires Love, Gentle- 


Rem. X. 18. 
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nefs and Mercy, and the other breaths 


only Malice, Cruelty and Revenge, with- 
out the Wiſdom of Sclemem, we may diſ- 


cern and know the Dee of each 


Spirit, and diſtinguith the true genuine 


from the ſpurious Offspring of Chri- 


ſtianity. 

The Forbearance and Lenity, nay 
the diſtinguiſhed Moderation of our 
Proteſtant Churches is known unto all 
Men, but the Annals of every Age a- 
bound with the Oppreſſions and Per- 
ſecutions of eccleſiaſtical Zealots and 
Popiſh Governors. 

Nor are thoſe Severities which they 

inflict only accidental and e ef 


but what at all Times they neither 


fcruple to own, nor are aſhamed to 
juſtify, which they are often ſpirited up 


to deviſe, and are not atraid to exe- 


CRE 


Nay tEcir Religion directs and enjoins 
theſe as Acts of Duty and Teſts of Obe- 
dience, whereby they qualify them- 
ſelves to become real Members, and are 
entitled to the Benefits of Papal Com- | 
municn. 


All who profeſs the Doctrines and 
oley 
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obey the Injunctions of the Church of 
Rome in their private Capacities and 
reſpective Stations, are obliged to pro- 
mote the Intereits of Popery, however 
repugnant they may be to the Dictates 
of Mercy, or * te of Charity. 
Tiis a meritorious act in them 70 in- 
creaſe the Number of their Elect, and 
divide and diminiſh thoſe of the Pro- 
* Communion. 

Nay both their ſecular and N 
Potentates ſolemnly engage themſelves 
to uſe their beſt Endeavours to extir- 
pate Hereſy. 

Thoſe gracious Acts of Toleration 
and Indulgence which have been ge- 
nerally eſteemed politick and pruden- 
tial Laws, if deizgned to include or ex- 
tend to Proteſtants, are diſallowed and 
condemned in all Popiſh Countries as 
very dangerous Conceſſions, and inſup- 
portable Evils. So that upon the Foun- 
dation of Popith Principles, no Prote- 
itant can expect any Hopes of Favour, 
or be entitled to Mercy. | 

Conformable to theſe Notions have 
been their uſual Practices, as may be 
£53: 45 0b fully 
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fully illuſtrated from too many tragical 
Inſtances. 

We Time would fail n me to enumerate 
the incredible Maſſacres of Thouſands 
and ten Thouſands in ſundry foreign 
Countries, or diſplay the infinite Va- 
tiety of all thoſe moſt exquiſite and 
complicated Tortures which artful Ma- 
tice could invent, or Popiſh unn, 
inflict. 

The numerous Ads and Inſtances of 
Inhumanity and Severity fince the Re- 
formation are abundant Proofs what 
Zeal without Knowledge and a corrupt 
Religion with Faction and fiery Perle- 

cution are capable of. 

In the Reign of Queen Mary, 
wherein ſhe ſoon filled up the Meaſure 
of ber Intquities, ſuch Deluges of Blood 
were ſpilt, ſuch Scenes of Miſery diſ- 
play'd, as muſt ſhock and aſtoniſh © every 
pious Sonl, who reads, obſerves, or duly 
reflects on every melancholy Circum- 
ſtance of that moſt Tragical Reign. 

That moſt Reverend and Metropo- 
Jiran Prelate, who, as he really deſerved, 
fo might juſtly have expected better 


Things from ber, to whom the in a great 
Mea- 


| [ 203] : 
Meaſure owed both her Crown, and her 
Life; yet at a Time, when all pub- 
lick Endeavours and miniſterial Means 
were; uſed to preſerve his Lite, fell a 
Sacrifice to her private and implac: ble 
Reſentment; and tho' we muſt confeſs 
to his Shame, that his Infirmities, Fears, 
and undue Love of Life, hurried both 
his Head and his Hand to recant ; yet 
to his Honour it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed that his Heart relented ſoon, and that 
unworthy Hand, which gave it ſo deep, 
and deſperate a Wound. was both volune 
tarily ſtretched out, and entirely conſu- 
med by the Flames, before they either 
reached the other Members of his Bo- 
dy, or pierced his vital Parts, 

Ridley and Latimer, the one of diſtin- 
guiſhed Parts, and the other venerable for 
his Age, with whole Armies both of ec- 
cleſiaſtical and ſecular Martyrs (whoſe 
Names are written in the Book of Life) 
were the remarkable Blemiſhes and Re- 
proaches of her inglorious Reign, but 
are tranſmitted down to us in the Re- 
cords of Fame as the molt glorious Mo— 
numents of Chriſtian Courage and Zeal, 
weh as were well known in thoſe 
Timer 
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Times to rejoyce in the very Flames, and. 


whoſe principal Comfort and Triumph 
it was, that they were accounted 4w2rthy 
to glorify God beth in their Lives, and 
at their Deaths. 


In the Reign of King James the firſt, | 
that ble Treaſon of the Gun-: 
powder Plot, wherein King, Lords and 
Commons were ſelected, as fit Martyrs 


and devoted Sacrifices to Romiſh Zeal 


aad Bigottry, nay determined at once 


to have been ia up with a fewift 


Deſtruction; that particular Diſcovery 


made in ſo critical a jquncture, and our 
moſt ſurprizing Deliycrance from fo 
imminent a Danger were as great In- 


ſtances and Miracles ot Mercy, as t thoſe 
intended Agents were amazing Izſiru- 


meiits of Cruelty, and deſervedly the 
Ob;:&s of divine Wrath and — 


ance. 


and juſtly infer from thoſe indirect 
Means uſed on the one Hand, and our 
happy Deliverance on the other, that 
as in that remarkable Caſe of El; gab, 
ho cle din Fire from Heaven to 
conſume the Sacrifice, whereby he di- 

| or Nin- 


And I hope we may comfortably. 
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ftingu:ſhed 2he true from the falſe Wore 
ſnip of Baal So the marvellous Pre- 
vention of this Deſtruction by ſuch a 
ſudden Shock of Fire might be no im- 
probable Ground to judpe, that they 
who impiouſly contrived fuch an abo- 
minable Scene of Wickedneſs, and 
whoſe very Principles lead to ſuch 
enormous Practices, have the leaſt Pre- 
_ tence to the Spirit of Peace and Piety, 
and that we, who through God's Good- 
neſs fo wonderfully eſcaped have the 
beſt Claim to that Religion, which 
promotes Truth and Mercy. 
In the Reign of King James the se- 
cond, which advances nearer to our 
own Times, and remains {till freſh in 
the Memories of many, ſuch various 
Cruelties were invented, and ſuch out- 
en, Acts of Barbarity were tran{- 
cted openly, without Diſtinction of 
A ge, Quality, or Sex, that I hope net 
ther the preſent with all its moſt omi- 
nous Preſages, nor any future Genera- 
tions will afford a Parallel. Popery and 
Bigottry in thoſe calamitous Times rode 
- triumphantly on the Throne, and hewed 
1 Kings viii. 24. 
down 
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down all thoſe who preſumed to op- 
pole them. 

Both ecclefialtical and civil Powers 
were imperiouſly commanded, or baſely 
corrupted and ſuborned to obey the 
King's Will, or ſubmit to the King's 
Pleaſure, which was the uſual Lan- 
guage in that Reign, and it was ac- 
counted certain Deſtruction and 1nevi- 
table Ruin to all thoſe, who oppoſed his 
Meaſures, or dared to rebel. 

Nay, not only publick Magiſtrates, 


who obſtructed Popiſh Councils, but 
all who argued or acted for the Proteſ- 


tant Religion, their Blood was ſure to 
expiate their unſeaſonable Zeal. 

In ſhort the Baibarities exerciſed in 
that unhappy Reign both on high and 
low, rich and poor, old and young were 
ſo frequent and violent that my very 
Pen falters, and even my Heart fails to 
recite and repeat them. 

And providential ſure it was, that 
God permitted this Miſguided Prince to 
act ſo pre cipitately and ruſh ſo impetu- 
ouſly into ſuch exorbitant Cruelties, that 


the Rod wherewith be ruled, or rather 


chaſtized theſe Kingdoms was as ſhort 
and 
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and periſhing, as it was ignoble and in- 
tolerable. 

That barbarous and bloody M. a- 
cre of one hundred thouſand Prote- 
ſtants in Ireland which cauſed ſuch an 
Inundation of Miſery in that deſolate 
Land, and ſuch Streams of Blood to 
overflow in that almoſt then depopula- | 
ted Iſland. 

The great Variety of Perſecutions at 
ſundry Times and in ſundry Places ex- 
erciſed on many, and compelling more 
to ſeek for Safety and Refuge in Pro- 
teſtant Countries are ſuch complicated 
Inſtances of Popiſh Cruelty, that we 
may be infallibly aſſured they never 
can want Inclination or Will, when 
they have Power and Opportunity to 
deſtroy Proteſtants. 

And therefore we may very nl 
apply to ſuch, thoſe emphatical Words of 

Jſaiab, Thetr Werksare Works of Iniquity, 
and the Actsof Violence are in their Hands, 
their Feet run to Evil, and they make 
hafte to ſhed innocent Blood, their Thoughts 
are Thoughts of Iniquity, waſting 2 
Deſtruction are in their Paths; the Way 
cf Peace they know not, and there i is NO 
| "_ 
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Right or Judgment in their Goings. * 
And ſince theſe Things are jo, what 


a melancholy Proſpect muſt we have, 
What an uncomfortable Idea muſt it 


preſent to us of the Introduction and 
near Approach of Popery, with its 
whole Legion of Iniquities and its va- 
rious Appendages of Miſery ? 
What can be conceived more into- | 
lerably grievous to a generous and free 


People, to thoſe who enjoy the Ad- 


vantages of religious and civil Liber- 
ty in every Degree, and with the ut- 


moſt Latitude, that their Occaſions may 


require, or their Hearts can wiſh? 
Muſt it not prove a diſmal and moſt 
terrible Exchange to forego the Privi- 
leges and be deprived of the Benefits 
cf a mild and gracious Government, 
to be afflicted and tormented with ſan- 
guinary Laws and to be under a.Slaviſh 
Subjection to arbitrary Power, and Po- 
puſh Governors? 
To any Perſon or Potentate who, 
offers himſelf upon ſuch diſhonourable 
ſuch iniquitous Terms, and cries zs it 


Peace , we may juſtly reply what Peace 


* Ia. lix. 5, 6, 7. + 2 Kings ix. 22. 
ä can 
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can there be, when to procure and pur- 
chaſe a Compliance we muſt forfeit our 
Religion, Liberty, and Property, nay 
ezery Thing that is near and dear to us, 


both here, and hereafter ? 


'Tis an antient and acknowledged 


Maxim that they who are truly wiſe are 
wiſe for themſelves; and far be it from 


me to ſuppoſe the Nation in general, or 
you that hear me in particular, can be 
ſo devoid of Senſe, ſo deſtitute of Rea- 
ſon, and ſo abandoned to every Thing, 


that has the leaſt Taſte of good Judg- 
ment, as to give any Preference of Popery 


to true Religion and Loyalty; or to put 


ſuch an Enemy and Invader of our Laws 


and Country in Competition with a good 


and moſt gracious Governor, whom tis 


our Wiſdom, our Duty, and our Intereſt 
to obey. 


But to compleat the Whole. I all 3 


Fourthly and Laſly endeavour to 
thew, that the general Principles and 
Maxims profeſs” d and practiſed in the 
Church of Rome, tend to ſubvert and 


deſtroy all due Order and Diſcipline. 


As the Doctrines carefully taught, 
and recommended to our Practice in 
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the Proteſtant Communion, not only 
defend and poliſh Society in general, 


but are the ſtrongeſt Supports and Bul- 


warks, the beſt Security and Stability 
to any Government: So the looſe and 


latitudinarian Principles, the Favours 


and Indulgences of the Church of 


' Rome ſo frequently and infamouſly of- 


fered, fo extenſively diſperſed, and by 
many late Reductions, ſo eaſily obtain- 
ed, not only undermine the general 
Foundations but muſt occaſion the 
ſpeedy and inevitable Deſtruction as well 
as of their civil, as eccleſiaſtical Polity. 

Tho' Artifice and Subtlety ſhould 
prevail for a Time, yet their final End 
muſt be Miſery and Ruin. 

If upright and undiſguiſed Meaſures 

do ſometimes tail, yet they are general- 
ly ſucceſsful, and always ſafe. 
Nay, the Foundation we have rot 
only from Reaſon, but from the Ex- 
perience of every Aze, will abundan.ly 
evince and confirm this Truth, that 
Honeſty is the beſt Policy. 

"Tis a great Privilege and Advantage 
to any Church or State, to have fixed 


Laws and Standards, which they may 
a: always 
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aways have recourſe to for the Rule 
of their Faith, or true Meaſures of their 
Obedience, Happy are the People who 
are in ft ich a Cafe *; blefled are thoſe 
of 'our Proteitant Communion who arc 
thus nationally ſecured, and ſpiritually 
free. 

All muſt allow. that the God we 
ſerve, is a God of Unity and Order, 
not of Strife and Confuſion. 

The Goſpel Inſtitution, and the Pro- 
| teſtant Religion recommend Peace on 
Earth, and kindly Aﬀections to all Men. 
They inſpire all humane and civilized 
Diſpoſitions, and every Thing that may 
conduce to good Agreement, Harmony, 
and Unanimity. 

Where due Diſcipline is obſerved, 
every Thing tends both to private 
Oeconomy and publick Safety, Each 
Man fits under his oxwn Vine, "and un 
der bis can Fi IT - free I and enjoys Per- 
fect Tranquility. 

But . wer Striſe, Confuſion, and 
Diſorder prevail, the Waters flow in a 
different Channel, and are every Way 
duturbed in their Operation. | 
#* Pal. cxbv. x 5 11 Kings iv. 25. 
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Tis a Chrifiian 1 as well as 
a Proteſtant Principle co /udy te be quiet, 
#9 mind our own froper Buſineſs ||, and 
to follow after the Thenss 20¹ ch make 


for Peace . 


But tis both the profeſs'd Principle, 
and common Practice of thoſe in the 
Remjh Communion, to aſſert the Cauſe 


and promote the Irzereſts of Popery, 
tho' by the moſt irregular and unjuſti- 


fiable Means. 
The Confuſion of Societies, the Diſ- 


ſolution of Kingdoms, and moſt of the 


tumultuous Proceedings which have 
prevailed and diſturbed many Nations 
in the World, owe their Riſe and Pro- 
greſs to Popiſh Doctrines and Maxims, 
and thoſe inſeparable Conſequences of 
them, indiſcreet, arbitrary, and ſangui- 
nary Meaſures. 

That theſe are the melancholy Com- 
plaints, and moſt affecting Grievances 
of former Ages, 1s undeniably certain, 
and that the ſame Cauſes will generally 


produce the ſame pernicious Effects, is 


equally obvious. 
And therefore, if we argue with the 


{ x Tbeſ. iv. 11. I Rom. xiv. 19. 
| Apoſtle, 


113 

Apoſtle, hence come Wars and Fi Tt 
s amongſt us , we may juſtly reply, 
from thoſe Paſſions which ariſe from 

miſguided Principles, from thoſe many 
bitter Envyings, and malignant Con- 
tentions of thoſe moſt impl. cable Zea- 
lots, our Popiſh Adverfarics. 

"Tis an apoſtolical Obſervation as 
well as an acknowledged Maxim, that 
'trs good to be zealeuſly 6 Hectea aluays in 

a god Thing +, Ard it muſt doubrieſs 
be allowed th:t where the Object af 
our Zeal is right, the Means to pro- 
_ mote it I:wful, and the Aim and End 

propofed every Way fair and juſtifiable, 
we cannot co. amend it too much, nor 
advance it too far. 

Tho' we may heartily with, we can- 
not reaſonably expect ſuch an entire 
Union in Faith, Worſhip, and Aſſec- 
tion amonaſt the numerous Members 
of Chriſt's Church in general, that they 
ſhoold with one Mind and Heart as 
well as one Manner and Yeoace concur 
T0 glory Cad, and jointly aſſemble to 
the Heuſe of the Lord as Friends. 
Ged is my Mitneſs, I would not wil- 

me © + Gal. . 18. 
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fngly charge any Chriſtian Church, 
any Sect, or thoſe of any particular 
Perſwaſion, that may differ from us, with 
imaginary Errors, nor even irritate thoſe 
who are really guilty of ſome apparent 
Errors with any unbecoming bitterneſs of 
Language or Spirit for the ſake of Truth. 

But we dare not flatter and diſſemble 
with Men, and in too mollifying Strains, 
ſuggeſt or eas Peace, where there 
is no Peace * 

We muſt not conceal any neceſſary 
Truth, nor permit thoſe committed to 
our Charge, to be perverted from the 

the Right Way by any of the artful 
Crafts of ſeducing Teachers, or the De- 
eertfulneſs of Sin. 

We would gladly invite all Men 7 
the Acknowledgement of the Truth, that 
we might all be of one Fold der one 
Sbepberd efus Chriſt x But we muſt 
not introduce Errors and Corruptions 
into the Chriftian Communion, nor 
adulterate our reformed Religion for 
'te fake of Union. 

Let our Adverſaries of the Church of 
Rome caſt off their Abominations, cancel 

® Jer. vi. 14. 7 John. X 16. 
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their invented Superſtructures, and re- 
duce all the Differences between us and 
them to the Original Standard of divine 
Revelation, and the beſt atteſted Rules 
of primitive Practice, and we will rea- 
dily join iſſue with, and be determined 
by them. 

But to amuſe us with the idle Dreams 
of Supa and Infallibility; to car- 
ry us into their various Mazes and in- 
definite Circles of their ſcriptural Divi- 
nity, their ſpurious Antiquity, and their 
Churches Authority may puzzle our 
Brains, and confound our Heads, but 
can neither edify our Minds, nor reform, 
our Lives. 

If we can by Reaſon and Argument, 
by Gentleneſs and Meekneſs vin over 
Proſelites to our Faith and Communi- 
on 'twill highly become us both as Chri- 
ſtians, and Proteſtants : but to attempt 
by thoſe impolitick Methods of Severi- 
ty and Rigour, or by the more com 
pendious Arts of Illuſion or Corruption 
to make Converts to our Religion, is 
what we can neither anſwer to God, 


the World, nor ourſelves, E 
. I ads 
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i add farther, that however unchari- 
ably ſome of the profeſſed Doctors and 
Zealots of the Church of Rome may 
think, or act, and teach their Members to 
exclude thoſe of a different Perſwaſion 
from the Gates of Heaven, and open 
them only to thoſe of their own Com- 
munion; yet bleſſed be God, we have no 
ſuch Directions or C uſtoms in our Pro- 
teſtant Churches; nor can we apprehend 
or believe, that either their Judgments or 
Cenſures will be detrimental to us, nor 
can our Charity or Candour be any ſolid 
Comfort or Advantage to them, ſince 
all of us ſhall be ſinally judged by our 
reſpective Works, and t cur own M. 
fer wwe muil ſtand or fall. 

As we have the Honour and Hap- 
pines to be educated in the Faith and 
admitted to the Privileges of the Protc- 
ftant Religion: So let us land fajt 5 


that Liberty wherewith Chrift hath mad 


us free *, and be no Way entangled in 
that Yoke of Bondage, which the Church 
of Rome would artfully beguile and be- 
tray, or by all compulſory Mcthods « en- 
ſave us to. 


11 . 

Ti is our Duty not only to invite and 
exhort, but to remove all occaſional 
Impediments and Snares, which may 
any way ſeduce and pervert Mens Minds 
trom the Acknowledgment of the 


1 


Nay we are to be every way prepared 
to confute Gainſayers, and 79 give every. 
Man a Reaſon for the Principles we pro- 
feſs, and the Practices we hope to be 
ſaved by, with a becoming Modeſty and 
Meekneſs in regard to ourſelves, and a 
due Deference to the Opinions and Judg- 
ments of others, who may have greater 
Abilities ard Opportunities to know 
better. 

But we muſt above all, and at all times 
endeavour to ſanctiſy the Lord Cad in 
our Hearts *, and by an holy Conver- 
fation and exemplary Behaviour molt 
effectually quality ourſelves 70 convert 
others from the Error of their Ways, 
to enlarge the Bounds of our reformed 
Religion, and daily add to the Church . 
# ch as 2 "all be ſaved. 
The Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome + 
have of late Years been very induſtrious 


* 1 Pet. 11. 15. 


Ene 


and ſollicitous to propagate their Frrors, 
to extend and ſcatter their ps ſtilential 
Doctrines, compaying Sea and Land to 
gain various Preſclites to their errone- 
ous Principles. 

Nay they have affected much of late 
to multiply their Numbers and to boaſt 
even of their thouſands i in this populous 
City, 

But theſe however arrogantly aſſerted 
and proclaimed are very vain boaſts. 
And tho' we ſhould allow their La- 
bourers in Number and Zeal to be more 
powerful and great than really they are, - 
yet their Converts are but few, and thoſe 
too very rarely diſtinguiſhed either for 
their Dignity, Probity, or Senſe. 

Some among them might probatly 
| have | departed m us, becauſe 7hey 
were not ſincerely of us; for if they 
had been upon rational Principles, and 
from due and proper Conviction per- 
ſuaded to be cf us, they would doubt- 
leſs have continued ith us, but their 
Apoſtacy rendered it demon{lrably ma- 
nifeſt that ey ⁊ecre not truly and en- 


tirely of ws, 
But 
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But however large or ſmall their 
Numbers ſhould prove, 'twill be always 
prudent to check, and not ſafe to de- 
ſpiſe them. 

The Errors and Corruptions of Pe- 
pery are of very dangerous Conſequence, 
and if unreſtrained and indulged will 
ſpread like a Gangrene, and expediti- 
ouſly conſume the Vitals of true Pie- 
ty, Peace, and all orderly Govern- 
ment. 

Tis therefore our Wiſdom to prevent 
theſe it Beginnings of Sorrow z and 
great Imprudence to ſuffer any Evils 
or Troubles to advance ſo far as to 
expoſe us to the Danger of being 
overpowered by them. 

Our bleſſed Saviour aſſures us that 
a little Leaven leaveneth the who 
Lump *; and Solomon has long ſince 
obſerved, that the Beginning of Strife 
is like lerting out of Water +, where 
we muſt timely ſecure the Banks, or 
the overflowing Streams will widen the 
Breach, and ſoon ruſh forth with an 
irrefiſtible Violence. | 
* 1 Cor. v. 6. + Prov. xvii. 14. 
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res. 
All of you are my Witneſſes that Fl 


very ſmall Cicud, which a few Months 


ſince was ſcarce viſible or credible, and 


to the Eye of Senſe as well as Reaſon 

appeared but itte bigger than a Mans 
Hand, and therefore might then have 
been as eaſily extinguiſhed as diſcerned, 


yet how far has 1 extended fince ? 


What amazing Progreſs has it made fo 
as to overſpread the Face of a whole 


neighbouring Nation ? 
And however ignorant, incredulous, 


or too fondly addicted to an inglorious 


Eaſe and Indolence we may have hi- 
therto been, tis now too notorious a 


Truth to be ditguiſed or denied, that 


they who have turned the Werld upſide 


down, and whoſe very Principles and 


Practices confound and diſorder all 


Things wherever they g0O0, have been 
lately haſtening their Marches 20 come 
hither alſo, have not only alarmed us 


with diſtant Terrors but have preſu- 


med to approach and threaten even our 


Capitol itielf; and had not our moſt 
circumſpect as well as valiant Armies 


been as ſwift as Eagles to accelerate 


ther 
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their Motions, and in the moſt critical | 
Juncture to interpoſe between us and | 
them; nay and had not our Adverſaries at 
the ſameTimebeen providentially diſap- 
pointed of thoſe foreign Succours, which ; 
they had reaſon to expect, and we | 
might juſtly fear, they might before this 
Time have invaded and overwhelmed | 
our great City, and viſited us with | 
Judgments more grievous and inſup- 
1 than any Egyptian Plagues. 
But by the Bleſſing of God, and the 
victorious Arms of our Royal Hero, 
(who has declined no Marches, endu- 
red all Hardſhips, undertook many ar- 
duous and perilous Enterprizes, nay 
ven all the Indications of Courage and 
Skill, which in Fact could be expe&- 
ed or in Reaſon deſired) we hope to put 
a ſpeedy and effectual End to all the 
Ravages of thoſe, who have too long 
abs Art in the Spoils of our Country. 
And tho” it muſt be acknowledged 
the profeſſed Principle of Chriſtianity 
to return Good for Evil ; yet as gene- 
ral Rules do ſometimes admit of parti- 
cular Exceptions: So it may be account- 
"> en 


3 


. 

ed both a reaſonable and equitable 
Scheme in ſome extraordinary Caſes 
to introduce and execute on facti- 
ous and rebellious Subjects the reta- 
liating Law. And as their Hands 
have been lately defiled with pillaging 


the Goods, nay too deeply imbrued in 


the Wounds and Blood of thoſe, who 


no Way deſerved ſuch injurious Treat- 


ment: So now every Man's Hands may 


be agarrft all ſuch impious and inhuman 
Tealots, that this Nation at leaſt may 
be thoroughly purged from thoſe inſup- 


portable Plagues, and all fuch wicked 
Doers may be rooted out from the City 
of the Lord, and their Memorial periſb 
with them. wy TING 

I would gladly conclude- the Year 
with an entire Victory and Defeat of all 
our Rebel Enemies, and cloſe the Preis 
with the compleat Triumphs of one, 
who has moſt-eminently diſtinguiſhed 
his good Aﬀections Zeal, and moſt 
' ſeaſonable Services for his King and 
Country; but tho' this great Event is 


not ſally accompliſhed, yet J may pro- 


Phetically declare that he never will 
7 . permit 
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permit the glorious Name, the noble 
Ardour, and heroick Spirit of William 


the Conqueror to expire and die. 
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But tho' Reaſon directs, Religion al- 
lows, and ſtrict Juſtice requires our 
moſt thankful acknowledgments to all 
the ſucceſsful Inſtruments; yet we muſt 


not forget to adore and magnify the 


great Author of this and every perfect 


1 Good, through whoſe mercy it is that 


we have hitherto been delivered from 
thoſe formidable Effects of French and 
Spanfſh Invaſions, as well as Northern 
Evils; who doth deliver us from many 
-grievous Troubles and we truſt (if we 


are not wanting to ourſelves) v not 


fail to deliver us {rom all our Dangers, 


And out of all Fears. 


Let us therefore with all our Facul- 


ties, and to the utmoſt of our Power 
give Thanks, Rejoice, and glorify the 


Lord our God in our Hearts, with our 
Lips, and by our Lives ; that by fully 
diſcharging every Part of our Duty, we 
may in no reſpect fall ſhort of the Ble(- 
ings which we have already received 
ſuch ample Pledges of, and may 22 
on 
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et 


en to enjoy in the utmoſt Extent, and 
m every Perfection we can want or 


waſh. 
o we that are "Si People and Sheep 
of thy Paſture fhall give thee Thanks 


or ever, and will alway be ſhewing 


forth thy he from een to Ge- 


Lerationu. 
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